14 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Gat heri ng
GATHERI NG FAI LED BECAUSE THERE WERE NO | NSTI GATORS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the illegal gathering dubbed "Bl ack 14" failed
to achieve its target of 50,000 participants because there were no nore
i nstigators.

He said that w thout instigators, Ml aysians would not participate in
such gat hering because they were confortable with a peaceful life.

"I think it is because they have no | eaders to incite them..their
| eaders have been detained by police,"” he said when asked to comment on the
failure of the gathering planned for today in front of the Ml aysi an Human
Ri ghts Commi ssi on (Suhakam) office in Jalan Raja Laut.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after attendi ng a Vasakhi open
house in conjunction with the Sikh new year, organi sed by the National Sikh
Organi sati ons of Mal aysia Coordi nating Council, at Kelab Aman here.

He said the governnent's use of the Internal Security Act (ISA) to
detain | eaders or individuals who incited the people to act outside the | aw
appeared to have been effective.

Seven people, including Parti Keadilan Nasional Youth chief Ezam
Mohamed Noor and Keadil an vice-president Tian Chua, were detai ned under the
| SA several days ago on suspicion of involvenent in a secret group of over
20 reformasi activists set up to hold large-scale mlitant street
denonstrations until the 2004 general election.

Dr Mahathir said: "That's why police took action, because these people
want to denonstrate, there are parties inciting them even hiring (them.
So, that's why they do bad things."

Dr Mahathir said he had received information that certain parties had
gone to I ndonesian and told the people there that an Indonesian-style
denonstrati on woul d be held in Ml aysi a.

"They (the organi sers) proposed a gathering of 50,000 people and we
learnt that they told certain people that they wanted to have it al a
I ndonesia, that is through violence. But (it) did not happen,” he said.
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