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Gawai cel ebrations nmay be the election inspiration Taib is waiting for

Joseph Bi ngkasan
ELECTI ON fever has Sarawak tightly inits grip

Many are expecting the State's eighth election to be called within the
next two nonths, even though the current 62-nmenber Legislative Assenbly's
five-year termw |l only expire in Novenber.

In fact, political parties began campaigning in the mddle of |ast year,
as they were expecting the State Bari san Nasi onal Governnent to call for a
fresh mandate by end of 2000.

Wien State BN head and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud said he
had yet to get the inspiration to go to the polls, focus was switched to
early 2001.

It is now mddle of March and nost people believe that the State
el ections woul d be held before the annual Dayak's Gawai (Harvest)
cel ebrati ons.

"Gawai will be nmerrier this year if the election is held within the next
two nonths," said a veteran Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) | eader.

He reckons that apart fromthe traditional festival, Gawai this tine
around will be a tinme to cel ebrate another |andslide victory by the BN s
four conponent parties in Sarawak.

Apart from PBDS, the other nmenbers of the State coalition Governnment are
Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak United People Party (SUPP)
and Sarawak National Action Party (SNAP).

They are confident of a repeat of their Sept 6-7, 1996, victory, where
BN won 57 seats while DAP obtained only three. The remaining two went to
| ndependent candi dat es.

One of the DAP's seats was | ater declared null and void by the High
Court and it was later won by BN in a by-election. Furthernore, one of the
DAP Assenbl ynen had since left the party.

The seats conposition of the Assenbly now are PBB (29), SUPP (14), PBDS
(eight), SNAP (seven), |Independent (three) and DAP (one).

PBB i s headed by Taib who on March 26 will celebrate his 20t h-year as
Chief Mnister of Sarawak. On the sane day, PBB will turn 40. He is
expected to give at least a hint of when the election will be held.

Taib is the Assenbl yman for Asajaya, one of the State seats within the
Semar ahan parlianmentary constituency of which he is also the MP. He won
Asaj aya uncontested in the | ast el ection.

SUPP, headed by Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George Chan says
preparation for the election is in the final stage, including the party's
Iist of candidates.

"SUPP will be defending its 14 seats and is al so poised to west back
the three that went to the opposition in the last election,”" Chan told the
Press recently.

SNAP, whose president is State Environnent and Public Health M nister
Dat uk Janes Wing, is just waiting for the polls. Their election centres
are in place.

Wong, |ike many others, believes that it is tine for the el ection.
"I do not know when the election will be held but | have a feeling that
it will be sone tinme before May ... that is two nore nonths!" he said.

Wbong, who has represented Linbang since 1954, will not be contesting in
the conming election. He has decided that it is nowtine for a rest.

PBDS president Datuk Leo Moggie is confident that his party will be able
to defend all the eight seats it won in the last election. The party is



al so confident of victory if given additional seats to contest in the
com ng el ection

Joining the fray in the coning election will be l[ocal Sarawak-based
State ReformParty (Star) headed by Dr Patau Lubis, a former SNAP
stal wart.

Meanwhi |l e, the Opposition will be represented by Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a-
based DAP, Keadilan and al so Pas.

These opposition parties have been visiting constituenci es where they
are expected to field candi dates.

Nati onal BN chairman and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
who was in Kuching |last nonth said Sarawak was ready for the el ection.

BN nati onal secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat had al so said that
it was time to face the people for a new nmandat e.

Al'l these have brought about an election fever in this "Land of the
Hornbi I | s".

The El ecti on Comm ssi on has been on stand-by since |ast year and the
police, too, are ready.

Chai rman of the Comm ssion Tan Sri Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman has said
they are ready to conduct the el ection.

The Conmi ssion has since | ast year identified those who will be
appointed returning officers while courses for supporting staff have al so
been conduct ed.

Sarawak State Secretary Datuk Abdul Aziz Hussain added that all State
governnent departnments were ready for the election with all woul d-be
returning officers asked to stay put in their respective posts.

Department heads at divisional and district |evels have al so been
instructed to freeze transfer of their officers until the electionis
over. Leave will also be frozen when the State Assenbly is dissol ved.

Usual ly district officers and heads of departnent are appointed
returning officers by the Conmmi ssion during State el ections.

Supporting staff are also appointed fromdistrict offices in each of the
62 constituenci es.
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