18/ 11/ 2001
Ger akan wel conmes possible return of PBS to the Bari san

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today
said the party wel coned Parti Bersatu Sabah to the Bari san Nasi onal as
long as it was sincere and prepared to work for the betternment of BN and
the country.

Speaki ng after chairing the party's central working comittee neeting,
he said Gerakan was prepared to "swallowits pride and forget its hurt”
for the sake of unity and progress.

"I cannot forget that in 1986, | not only wote a letter to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, but personally took PBS
application to join the BNto Dr Mahathir

"However, when PBS left BN in 1990, it did not even have the courtesy to
informits friends. It still hurts, but if it is really sincere, then we
wel come it" he said.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said there nmust be 100 per cent accep
tance of PBS by all 14 conponent parties of BN or its application to
rejoin the coalition would be rejected.

However, Dr Limsaid Gerakan would assess its (PBS) sincerity and woul d
al so | ook at the denmands of its youth wi ng.

He al so said the party would play its role in explaining to all its
Mal ay and non- Mal ay nmenbers nati onwi de what was nmeant by Dr Mahathir's
recent declaration of Malaysia as an Islanic State.

"W want everyone to understand that their rights as citizens as stated
in the Federal Constitution would in no way be taken away," he said.

He said the CWC al so discussed ways in which Gerakan could play a nore
effective role to strenghten the BN

"I also rem nded the menbers that unity was vital in ensuring not only
the future well being of the party but also of the nation as a whole," he
sai d, adding that the nmeeting al so di scussed the dangers of extrem smin
politics.

Dr Limsaid he, along with other party | eaders, would visit nenbers
t hroughout the country to hold dialogues in an effort to strenghten ties
and better understand any grievances they faced.

"We al so want to explain to them Gerakan's stand on several nationa
i ssues |i ke the econony and Malaysia's entry into the World Trade
Organi sation," he said.

He said the CWC al so decided that the party's branch-1level election be
held in March and April next year, followed by divisions (May and June);
States (July and August) and their national party election sonmetine in
Sept enber.

He said the date for their national assenbly would be decided after
discussing it with Dr Mahathir.

He said positions at all levels would be contested and there woul d be no
condi tions i nposed.

On whet her he woul d be defending his position, Dr Limsaid: "I will with
the nom nations fromthe grassroots.|f there is unani nbus support from
all, then | amprepared to defend nmy position."
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