24/ 09/ 2001

Gerakan assenbly to focus on education, future of econony

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Efforts to prepare for future econom c chall enges and
to moul d a know edge-based society will take centre stage at the three-day
30t h Gerakan Ceneral Assenmbly next weekend.

Its president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said during the assenbly,
t hemed "Bangsa Mal aysi a Wawasan Cenerasi", the issue of globalisation and
its effects on the country's econonmy would feature prom nently.

Several notions on education issues will also be debated, he told
reporters at the party headquarters yesterday.

About 1, 800 del egates will be attending the General Assenbly, schedul ed
to be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad on Sat urday.

Dr Limsaid with trade barriers falling and the opening up of econonies,
Mal aysi a nust brace itself for stiff regional conpetition.

"There should be efforts fromnow to be conpetitive and to continue to
attract foreign investnment."

Anot her mai n agenda for deliberation would be the use of Information and
Conmmuni cat i ons Technol ogy (I CT) in enploynent and educati on.

He said a know edge-based working force would be able to conpete with
countries such as China and I ndia, which offer cheap | abour.

"The use of high-technol ogy in our industries would soon becone
essential...for that we need highly skilled workers."

Dr Limsaid Gerakan was al so bullish in conplinenting the Governnment's
efforts to boost the quality of education.

( END)
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