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PBS- Ger akan
GERAKAN HAS NO OBJECTION TO PBS REJO NING BN- DR LIM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Parti Cerakan Rakyat Mal aysia has no
objection to Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) rejoining the Barisan Nasional (BN),
its President Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

He expressed the hope that the Sabah-based opposition party would
assi st the present state government in devel opi ng Sabah.

Cerakan initiated the PBS entry into the Barisan Nasional in 1986 but
when the PBS pulled out fromthe BN in 1990, Gerakan was not i nforned
before hand, |anented Dr Lim

He said although he and the Gerakan were hurt over the past actions of
the PBS, it would not be a hurdle to the PBS re-entry into the 13-party
BN.

"Al though we were hurt but for the sake of the country and unity we
will swallow our pride and forgive the past actions of the PBS...we wll
not object to them (PBS) rejoining the BN," he told reporters after the
party central working committee neeting at CGerakan headquarters here.

Last week, the PBS at its annual congress decided to reapply to join
the BN and Pairin duly submitted the application papers to the Prine
M ni ster and BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Thur sday.

Pairin al so apol ogised to Dr Mahathir for earlier wthdraw ng the PBS
fromthe BN

Dr Limalso said the Gerakan supported the Prime Mnister's declaration
of Malaysia as an Islamc State.

"We support the PMs declaration as he had assured us that the
country's constitution will not be changed nor will there be any change in
the institutions in Malaysia," Dr Lim added.

He said the Cerakan | eadership woul d now nove to the grassroots to
explain to themthe party's stand on the Islamc state issue.

On the party polls schedul ed for next year, he said the Gerakan Central
Working Committee had agreed that during elections at all levels of the
party the main priority at all tines should be unity.

"We can hold the el ections and anyone can chal | enge anyone but the
party unity should be the main priority, |I and the central working
committee nmenbers will go to all the states to tell this to Gerakan
nmenbers, " he added.

The Gerakan branch el ections would be from March to April, divisional
polls (May to June), state level election of office-bearers (July to
August) and national |evel party |eadership election in Septenber next
year.

Asked if he would seek re-election as Gerakan President, Dr Limsaid
t hat depended on the wi shes of the grassroot nenbers and the Central
Wor ki ng Conmi tt ee.

"If they want ne to stay then | would do so but if there is opposition

to ny remaining as the president, | will want to know why, then | wll
deci de, " he added.
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