27 SEP 2001
Li m Resi gnati on
GERAKAN TURNS DOVWN DR LIM S WSH TO RESI GN FROM HI' S CABI NET POST

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 (Bernamm) -- CGerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k said today that the party's central commttee has turned down his
wi sh to resign as Primary Industries Mnister to concentrate on party
matters.

"Personally, | feel this is the time to let the second echel on | eaders
take over as the Gerakan is in a very stable condition,” he told a news
conference here.

Dr Limsaid that the Gerakan central conmittee had asked himto hold on
to the cabinet post for a few nore years as he possess experience and
seniority to help the country overcome its donestic problens.

He did not disclose when the party's central conmittee deci ded on the
resi gnation issue.

At the 29th National Gerakan Del egates' Conference in Penang |ast year,
Dr Limstated that he was seriously considering to retire as cabi net
m nister to focus on the party.

However, he had then wanted to discuss his wish with the party's
central committee before setting a date to resign fromthe cabi net post.

Dr Lim who joined the Gerakan in 1973, was elected as party |leader in
1980. He was appointed to the cabinet in 1986.

Dr Limsaid that the Gerakan had lined up its | eadership over 10 years
ago with deputy president Datuk Kerk Choo Ting having held the post for
over 13 years and vice president Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon for over 10 years.

To prepare themfor the responsiblity to assune the top | eadership, Dr
Limsaid that he was providing Kerk and Dr Koh the opportunity to open the
state Gerakan del egates' conferences this year.

"Besi des Perak and Penang, |I'mletting them open the del egates’
conferences in the other states to expose and prepare them" he said.

Dr Limsaid that he would eventually have to retire but not in the near
future.

Referring to the 30th National Del egates' Conference over the weekend,
he said that it would focus on steps to further enhance rel ations between
conponent parties of the Barisan Nasional and the shortcom ngs of the
coalition.

He said that the issue on the econony would touch on the gl obal
econom ¢ situation follow ng the US econonic sl owdown which al so affected
Mal aysi @' s econom ¢ growt h.

The del egates woul d al so di scuss nmeasures to preserve national security
whi ch had existed for a long tine under the BN rule and religi ous-based
politics as subscribed by PAS, he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is BN chairman, is
schedul ed to open the conference on Saturday.

Sonme 1,600 del egates are expected to attend the conference.
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