24/ 08/ 2001

German firns view country favourably

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - German conpani es operating here do not share the view
of the Western nmedia that Mal aysia's policies are unfavourable for trade
and i nvest ment .

Mal aysi an- Ger man Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry executive director Dr
Rai ner Herret said the presence of 300 succesful CGernman conpanies in
Mal aysia was testinony to this.

"If that was the case, then what have we been doing here for the last 10
years," he questioned at a Press conference after |eading tal ks between
representatives of the chanber and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhanmad here today.

He said this nessage was conveyed to Dr Mahat hir during the one-hour
di scussion held at the Prime Mnister's office.

Al so part of the 12-nenber del egati on was German anbassador to Ml aysi a
Jurgen St aks.

Herret said there was a | ack understandi ng on Mal aysia's policies by the
West ern nedia and as such expects themto be very critical when Dr
Mahat hir visits Gernmany next nonth.

He sai d Mal aysia and Germany enj oyed good di pl omatic and econonic ties,
with the latter being the second | argest European investor in the country.

Germany's investnent in Malaysia is increasing and we see no reason why
we cannot doubl e the vol unme. "

He said Gernman busi nessnmen saw a | ot of potential in Malaysia' s tourism
sector if nore effort, such as roadhsows and publicity canpaigns, is taken
to pronote the country in Europe.

"We know for a fact that Malaysia has a lot to offer ... and we want to
support the tourismbusiness here."

The education sector, especially professional training programres, was
al so another field that was seriously being | ooked i nto, he said.

On Dr Mahathir's visit, he said the Prine Mnister will be in Germany
fromSept 18-20 and will visit Munich and Berlin.

He will also be hosted to an official |Iuncheon by German Chancel |l or
Ger hard Schroeder on Sept 20.
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