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CGet better Literature teachers

K.B. Eric
NOWthat Literature has becone a conponent of the Penilaian Menengah
Rendah and Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysi a exam nati ons, | wonder how many

Engli sh | anguage teachers are conpetent enough to teach this subject.

This came to nmy mind one evening when | found ny son reading Shirley
Li mMs magnum opus Monsoon Hi story. The poet nmakes use of bug inmagery to
create a natural setting in her witing.

One of the lines reads - "O silver fish tunnelling/ The danp |inen
covers/ O school books". It cane as a shock to read the note ny son wote
beside the line - that a silver fishis a fish with colourful tails (sic)
found in the drain. Wien | questioned ny son, he told me that it was the
teacher's expl anati on.

Hi s teacher does not seemto realise the quirkiness of the English
| anguage that a silver fish is not a fish but an insect that lives in danp
pages of books. The teacher should be able to make an educat ed guess that
it is not possible for a fish to be found in a book

If an English | anguage teacher holding a degree froma United State
col | ege can nake such a bl ooper, | shudder to think what havoc | esser
teachers have wought in their literature | essons.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's call for neritocracy in
education cannot be nore tinely than now.

Just imagine, due to the inconpetence of one teacher, a class of 40 will
grow up believing a silver fish is a fish.

By the way, a ladybird is not a bird or a | ady who has been transforned
magically into a bird with colourful plumage but, like a silver fish, a
bug!
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