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Ghaf ar - Menpr andum
GHAFAR PRESENTS MEMORANDUM ON ENHANCI NG MALAY ECONOMY AND EDUCATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, May 2 (Bernama) -- A fornmer deputy prinme mnister, Tun
Ghaf ar Baba today presented to the Malay Action Front (MAF) chief
coordi nator Datuk IbrahimAli a menorandum on ehanci ng the econony and
education of the Ml ays.

The menorandum which a 20-nenber committee headed by Ghafar took three
nmont hs to conplete, incorporates views and suggestions nade at the
gat hering "Tak Melayu H lang di Dunia" (Malays WIIl Not Vanish Fromthe
Face of Earth) organi sed by MAF | ast Feb 4.

The 40-page nmenorandum woul d be nade public after the MAF had forwarded
it to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, said CGhafar at the
presentation cerenony.

Providing a brief insight on the nmenorandum he said the comittee
viewed the efforts to eradicate poverty anong the Ml ays as the nost
difficult task.

On education, CGhafar said the comittee had proposed an educati ona
congress to find out the reasons for dropout anong the Mal ay students.

"Even though we don't have the statistics, dropout occurs in education
and econony based on information we received," he said.

Ghafar said it was al so proposed that the congress set up a Mal ay
education action body with subcomittees at the kanpung | evel to nonitor
problens relating to education.

"We fear that if there is no permanent body to nonitor educationa
devel opnent of the Malays, we will continue to |ag behind," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh, a menber of the committee, told reporters that the
proposal s nade in the menorandum were to conplenent efforts carried out by
t he governnent .

"W hope that the government would give serious attention to each
proposal ," he said.

| brahim meanwhile, said hopefully the nenorandum coul d be presented to
the Prime Mnister in the mddle of this nonth.

He said the nmenorandum woul d be printed and distributed to governnent
agenci es, non-governnental organi sations, Umo | eaders and institutions of
hi gher | earni ng.

Al t hough many policies had been formulated to hel p the Ml ays, the NAF
noticed that there were shortconings in the nonitoring and inplenentation
of these policies, he said.

He cited as an exanple the setting up of the U ban Devel opnent
Authority (UDA) which failed to do a good job in safeguarding the interest
of bum putera traders in the towns.
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