12/ 12/ 2001
G ft for the poorest

Carol yn Hong
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Al npbst 30,000 of the country's poorest will get a
RMLOO gift each fromthe Government this festive season

For the first tinme ever, RML5, 000 has been allocated as "duit raya" for
150 people of all races and religions in each of the 193 Parliamentary
constituencies, including those held by the Opposition.

The total amunt to be disbursed is about RM2.895 million.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad presented the first of the
financi al assistance today to poor of all races fromthe Federal Territory
(11 constituencies) and Sel angor (17).

Reci pients fromthe other States would be getting their gift before Hari
Raya. They will be identified by village heads and district offices.

Dr Mahathir, before handing out the gifts at the Federal Territory
nmosque, said this was the first tinme the Government was doi ng so

"It's just a small sum not a lot but it'll be sonething to spend for
the festive season. W are giving sonme help to all the poor in all parts
of the country," he said.

He added that this was a one-off event as the Governnent had enough
funds to do so this year.

Dr Mahathir said it was not just for the Muslinms as the Governnent
want ed all poor people to have a happier festive season.

"That's the Ml aysi an way. We don't discrininate agai nst anyone," he
sai d.

Touchi ng on conpl ai nts of abuse of power by civil servants, he said this
woul d al ways happen and even in this case, he was sure that there woul d be
conpl ai nts that the undeserving had been sel ect ed.

He said he only hoped that there wouldn't be too many cases.

Def ending civil servants against allegations of inefficiency in
i mpl ementing public projects, he said del ays were inevitable because
governnent funds had to be carefully utilised.

He al so said the funds had to be spent on worthy projects and be
nmoni t ored properly.

Dr Mahat hir added that despite the care taken, there had been sone cases
of m suse of funds "which had been reported with glee by the nedia".

Speaking to reporters later, he said the Government hel ped the poor in
many ways but wanted to do sonething extra for the festive season.

He added that the anmount was too snmall to give a boost to the econony.

Al so present were Wnen and Fam |y Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Shahri zat
Abdul Jalil, FT BN chief Senator Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor and
Sel angor BN chi ef Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo.
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