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G ve our wonmen nore space in political arena

S. Sundareson
YOUR editorial "Hand that rocks the world" is enlightening and is
certainly nost wel come to wonen groups (NST, Dec 30).

The appoi ntment of Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz as Bank Negara Governor and
Dat uk Ai num Mohaned Saai d as Attorney-General augurs well for our wonen.
O greater significance is the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s stance that it is not a question of gender, but perfornmance and

qualification that count in the appoi ntnment of wonen to high positions.

This is indeed very encouragi ng and commendabl e.

Al t hough Mal aysi an wonen, in addition to their traditional role as
not hers, do play an inportant role in the decision-making process, such
partici pati on, however, does not comensurate w th the increasing nunber
of educated wonmen who are capabl e and ready for chal |l engi ng positions,
both in the public and private sectors.

It is regrettable that gender discrinination and the archaic perception
that "a woman's place is in the kitchen" still persist.

In calling for a new | ook at wonen's role in society during the recent
Budget session of Parlianent, Suki nam Dono, the Barisan Nasi onal Menber of
Parliament for Batang Sadong, said educated nen's egos renai n an obstacle
to women' s advancemnent.

Wonen form 48 per cent of the popul ation and 58 per cent of the
under gr aduat es are wonen.

Mal aysi an wonen are nore intelligent, talented, have better academ c
qual i fications and have had greater exposure than their sisters of
yesteryear.

Winen are by nature endowed with the qualities of patience, forbearance
and tol erance and are | ess susceptible to corruption. Mtherhood had nmade
them nore down-to-earth. They have made val uabl e contribution for the
progress and wel | -bei ng of the nation.

More worren shoul d, therefore, be considered for greater participation in
t he deci si on-maki ng process, particularly in the |egislature.

Though under-representati on of wonmen in inportant positions of power is
a worl d-wi de phenonenon, genuine efforts nust be made to redress the
i mbal ance to give our wonen nore political space.

I ncidents of crine, drug abuse, rape, domestic violence, divorces,
singl e not hers, sexual prom scuity, unwed not hers, abandoned chil dren,
runaways, teenage problens and general noral decadence have pervaded our
society at all levels. Wnmen | egislators are nore apt and conpetent in
addr essi ng t hese probl ens.

The success of Gernmany and the Scandi navi an countries in dramatically
enhanci ng wonen's representation through party-based quotas has pronpted
wormen groups in India to push for greater enpowernent through the Wnen's
Reservation Bill by demandi ng that 33 per cent of places be reserved for
woren i n the | egislature.

They al so demand that any party that does not adhere to the quota system
or dunps a wonan candidate in a | osing constituency should be
der egi st ered.

Al t hough the 30 wonmen MPs in the 330-nmenber Bangl adesh Parlianent are
el ected by | aw nakers, wonen groups are clanpuring for political reform
whereby in the yet-to-be approved 450-seat enlarged Parlianent, 150 seats
shoul d be reserved for wonen to be directly el ected by the people.

Kuwait's women activists are trying to overturn an el ection |aw which



bans wonen fromvoting and standing for public office. Although its
Constitutional Court turned down their plea last July, the activists are
pursui ng the i ssue vehenently.

It is ironic that not even one worman was el ected to the 32-nenber Ummo
supreme council by the general assenbly. The | one woman nenber in the
council owes her position to being the head of Wanita Umo.

In the Dewan Rakyat, we have only 10 per cent wonmen MPs, including the
Qpposition. Qur wonen are | agging far behind their counterparts in nany
countries |like Sweden (40 per cent), Finland (34 per cent), Denmark (34
per cent) and Germany (26 per cent), to nanme a few

Wnen' s achi evenents in other countries are a source of inspiration and
have spurred our wonen to take nore interest in the denocratic process.

Not abl e anong themare the late Sirimavo Bandaranai ke of Sri Lanka, the
world's first elected womman Prinme M nister, the late Indira Gandhi, the
Prime Mnister of the world's |argest denpcracy, Shei kh Hasi na Waj eed, the
Prime M nister of Bangl adesh and her predecessor Begum Khalida Zia and the
|l ate ex-1sraeli Prine Mnister Golda Meir

The others include forner British Prinme Mnister Margaret Thatcher, who
was given the sobriquet "the Iron Lady" by the Soviet arny newspaper;
Helen Clark, the Prine Mnister of New Zeal and, and the Wst End dancer-
turned-politician Betty Boothroyd, the first woman to be el ected as
Speaker of Britain's House of Commons in the 600-year history of the
not her of Parlianents.

Addr essed as Madam Speaker and described as "the spitfire of
parlianentary discipline", she held the coveted post for nore than eight
years. These wonen have truly given expression to the adage "the hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world".

If our men do not harbour nal e chauvini st prejudice, who knows, one day
we may have a Madam Speaker or even a woman as Prine M nister
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