12/ 10/ 2001

G ve us the facts, US told (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - While reiterating its anti-terrorismstand,
Mal aysi a today asked the United States to furnish facts and information it
has on terrorist activities in the country.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said Mal aysi a was
ready to give full co-operation to efforts against terrorismand all it
asked for were facts and informati on to respond accordi ngly.

Ber nama quot ed Abdul | ah, who is also the Hone M nister, as saying this
inabrief statenent in response to US Secretary of State Colin Powell's
remarks in Washington that the Al -Qa' eda network had been bol stering
I slam ¢ insurgencies in Ml aysia, |ndonesia and the Philippines.

Label I i ng Sout heast Asia as a nmjor operational hub for Mislim
extrem sts, Powell, however, ruled out mlitary action agai nst the
terrorist infrastructure in these countries in the near future.

The following is Abdullah's statement in full: "I have read US Secretary
of State Colin Powell's statenent. Al that we ask fromthemis to give us
the facts and information. | have stated earlier Malaysia is al ways
against terrorismand we are ready to co-operate fully in this matter."

Meanwhi |l e, the US enbassy here said that it greatly appreciated the
Mal aysi an Government's support and strong stand agai nst international
terrorism

"Inregard to the terrorismthreat, we renain in close touch with the
Mal aysi an Governnment and are continuing to work together to support
security in the Asean region,"” the enbassy said in a statenent.

The enbassy was clarifying an article by TimWiner in the New York
Ti mes yesterday and carried in the International Herald Tribune today that
terrorists tied to the Al-Qa' eda network and based i n Sout heast Asia nmay
be targets of future US actions against the global threat of terrorism

The enbassy said the article quoting unnaned sources had drawn
consi derable attention in Mal aysia, the Philippines and I ndonesia and al so
in the US

The enbassy said the Asean nations, along with nmany ot hers, have
recogni sed the threat the global terror network posed to civilisation and
were noving to address it.

"W will support their efforts in any way we can,"” the enbassy said.

The enbassy al so reproduced US State Departnent spokesman Ri chard
Boucher's statenent on Oct 10 that reads: "The United States of Anerica is
wor king very well with the governnents in the Asia-Pacific region and
el sewhere to conbat terrorism

"It is inportant to renenber that the international canpai gn agai nst
terrorists includes efforts in many areas: economc, political,

di pl omatic, financial, |aw enforcement, information and intelligence
sharing, not just a mlitary conponent.

"One should not assune fromany particular indication of interest on our
part of working with sonebody or working against terrorists groups that
the next step is automatically mlitary action."

Earlier today, Abdullah also spoke to reporters at Parlianent | obby on
the issue.

He said Malaysia's stand on terrorismwas clearly stated not only in the
medi a but al so during the recent tel ephone conversation between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and US President George W Bush.

He said the stand was clear and there was no necessity to repeat it to



the United States.

Mal aysia's co-operation in this matter to date had been clear and the
new US Anbassador to Ml aysia had thanked the Government for this,
Abdul | ah sai d.

In Johor Baru, Director of Internal Security and Public O der Datuk
Ham d Mustapha said police have yet to establish any organi sed | ocal jihad
movenent that was systematically hel ping the Taliban Governnent of
Af ghani stan in its war against the United States.

He said apart fromthe recent call by Pas, which gave its nmenbers the
green light to fight with the Taliban forces, there was no indication of a
groundswel | of support for the cause | ocally.

Asked about the recent spate of arrests of menbers of the Kunpul an
MIlitan Mal aysia (KM, Ham d said nost of those arrested were individuals
who had been influenced as students to join the novenent.

"W are fortunate to have traced and exposed this group and the people
connected to the nmovenent early, well before they could really take root,
he sai d.

Asked about the safety of Americans and other Westerners |iving and
working in Malaysia, Ham d said police have hel d extensive neetings with
the foreign envoys of several countri es.

"W have taken proactive steps to ensure the safety and security of
these foreigners and we have assi gned personnel to ensure the security of
their enbassies and the factories owned by them" he said.

( END)
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