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G ve generously to DTC fund

IT was the hall of fame where graduates wal ked up on stage with a sense of
pride and achi evenent to receive their scrolls fromUniversiti Ml aya's
Chancellor. It was the cerenony of a lifetime, the culmmnation of years of
perseverance and smart | earning to excel academ cally that invokes fond
menories for the alumi.

The fun and scranble to be there early to try out the dark bl ue
graduation robe and nortar board for size - apparel that had been passed
fromone graduating class to another - will be nuted for the Cass of 2001
for these were burnt in the pre-dawn fire that destroyed the university's
Dewan Tunku Cansel or a week ago.

The sense of nostalgia, frustration and anger in seeing the nangl ed
steel and broken gl ass has spurred efforts to raise noney to restore the
building toits former glory.

The New Straits Tines | aunched its DTC Restoration Fund soon after
getting news of the fire. The initiative is in keeping with the conpany's
comm t nent towards worthy causes and excel |l ence in education which are
part and parcel of its social responsibility.

The Fund took off with a personal contribution of RM600 fromthe Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Hat s have been passed around since then and this is as good an
opportunity as any for individuals and conmpanies to contribute towards a
wort hy and nobl e cause.

This venerable hall in the country's ol dest university is nmore than a
campus | andmark. Since it was opened by the country's first Prine
M ni ster, Tunku Abdul Rahman, 35 years ago, it has synbolised the hopes
and aspirations of all Ml aysians.

It is a place where nmany have thronged to sit for their exaninations,
taken part in convocations, cultural activities and other functions. The
Experinmental Theatre which adjoins the back of the hall has been the stage
for dramas and pl ays.

Mal aysi ans are known for their generosity when it cones to taking up the
gauntl et for charitable and neani ngful causes. Students and staff shoul d
| ook back with gratitude at being given the opportunity to be a part of
the university, partaking in its acadenm c and extra-curricular activities.

Some have donated towards the fund and sone have pl edged contri butions.
This is a gol den opportunity for conpanies to donate generously to help
rebuild a national heritage

W are touched by those who have cone forward to give, in big and snal
anmounts. Agift fromthe heart is always sonething to be cherished. Their
sincerity and generosity is a reflection of all that is good in our
soci ety.

W are confident there are many nore generous people who will chip in
and do their bit. Simlarly, we hope nbre conpanies will help out in this
cause. It will be a nice gesture if these conpanies return to society a
smal | part of their profits. This will earn thema | ot of goodwi |l and
give a big boost to their image and this is a grand opportunity to do it.

The Governnment has announced plans to build a bigger hall in the
uni versity for convocations and other functions previously held at the
Dewan Tunku Canselor. The DTC will be rebuilt on the present site and
turned into a university nmuseumand nulti-purpose hall. This will not in
any way dinmnish its place in the university. It shall rise fromthe ashes



to take its rightful place in the history of tertiary education. It will
be a heritage for all Mal aysi ans.
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