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G obalisation can bring adverse effects on children

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - d obalisation mght seema topic for adults but in
reality, children are just as affected, sonetinmes nore adversely, by the
changes it brings.

O all the social insitutions, globalisation nmost profoundly affects the
famly.

Changes are caused by sonme of the very things the nation proudly touts
as progress - urbanisation, industrialisation, mgration, mass tourism
greater access to secondary, tertiary and overseas education, and
i ncreased femal e participation in the | abour force.

The Wel fare Departnent has studi ed such trends, and a paper was
presented at the United Nations workshop on the inpact of globalisation on
econom ¢, social, cultural and devel opnment rights on May 8.

The departnent noted that over the |ast decade, residential patterns
wer e changi ng. More couples were opting for smaller famlies and al so
preferred to live on their own.

Al so increasing was the nunmber of single-parent famlies due to
abandonnent and di vor ce.

At the sane tine, "new ideas concerning appropriate and proper socia
roles for wonen" had energed.

There has al so been greater awareness on child abuse, donestic viol ence
and the negative effects dysfunctional famlies had on children.

The paper al so noted that Ml aysia had devel oped vari ous nechani sns for
child protection, care and rehabilitation through hospitals and community
efforts.

Mal aysi a has al so made advances in health and education. For exanpl e:

* The probability of a child dying (infant to one year) was 0.4 per cent
per 1,000 live births in 1999. The gl obal scenari o was 58 deaths per 1,000
live births in 1997.

* Eighty-six to 100 per cent of children bel ow one year were i muni sed
by 1997; the gl obal scenario was 89 per cent.

* The literacy rate of the popul ati on aged 15 years and above was 93. 3
per cent in 2000; worldwi de, the rate was 76 per cent in 1997.

* School enrol nent for boys and girls was al nbst equal at 50.4 percent
for boys and 49.6 per cent for girls, respectively.

Al so, recognising the effect of environmental factors on child
devel opnent, the Governnent |aunched the Child-Friendly Cities Initiative
in 1997, to guide environnental planning and devel opnent.

The national nedia has al so been engaged to educate and i nfl uence
chil dren and yout hs.

These are sone of the areas Malaysia will seek to inprove on and add to
when it attends the United Nations General Assenbly Special Session on
Children in New York fromSept 19 to 21.

The session will review progress nade by UN nenber countries since the
World Summit for Children in 1990.

Prior to the session, Malaysia will kick off its own "Say Yes for
Chi I dren" canpai gn on Sept 1.

It will be launched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The canpaign is part of a |arger one | aunched in March by the d oba
Movenent for Children.

It ainms to gather support to ensure governments are accountable in the
run-up and after the UN special session.



The public can join this canpaign by visiting
www. gl obal movenent f orchi | dren. org.
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