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Mahat hi r- d obal i sati on
GLOBALI SATI ON MUST SERVE MANKI ND, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
toni ght gl obalisation nust serve mankind and not the other way round.

The prime Mnister stressed on the need for globalisation to be
regul ated and carefully planned so that it would benefit everyone from
every part of the gl obe.

"d obal i sation nust be planned and planned carefully. The pl anni ng nust
i nvol ve everyone fromevery part of the gl obe.

"It nust be for the good of everyone and it must be proven to be good
for everyone. In nmust be inplenmented slowly, with the biggest effort
directed at the | east devel oped parts of the world,"” he said when opening
the International Consultation on dobalisation at a hotel here

Dr Mahathir al so enphasi sed on the need to retain market principles
i ke making profits, but profiteering, the exploitation of the poor and the
gullible by the rich and the smart shoul d be puni shabl e by the
i nternational conmmunity.

He said there should be free novenent of capital and |abour but not to
the detrinent of the countries involved and at the sane tine the world's
productivity nmust be increased and disparities of all kinds m nimsed.

Dr Mahathir suggested that a free flow of human capital be all owed
under gl obalisation, where countries with excess workers be permtted to
export themto countries which experience shortage of |abour and pl ague
wi th hi gh | abour costs.

"The productivity of the world will certainly inprove. And this should
be good for gl obalisation.

"l don't think we can do all these in our life time or even in tw life
times. But we should begin, and we shoul d begin by thinking about it,

t hi nki ng about gl obalisation as sharing of the wealth of the world in raw
material, capital, |abour and technol ogy, a sharing that is not equal but
fair.

"This is globalisation in the service of mankind. G obalisation nust
serve us and not we human kind serve globalisation,” he said.

A obal i sati on nust involve the whole world but when peopl e tal k about
gl obal i sation they think only of those countries w th devel oped or
devel opi ng markets.

Dr Mahathir said: "W think of opening up existing markets. W think of
maxi m sing our profits. But we are really not thinking about the world,
about the gl obe which enconpasses the famliar and the unfaniliar and
i naccessi bl e areas."

There was also a need for tinme to effect the changes required by
gl obal i sati on as change destabilised and rapi d change destabilises nbst of
all, he said.

He said: "Those who are ready, those who are rich should change first.
The others can follow according to their capacities, pausing to nmake
correction, learning fromthose who had changed earlier, adjusting and
consol i dating."

Dr Mahathir also said the world today was very rich due to a
conbi nati on of natural resources and technol ogi es that mankind had
devel oped, and there was no reason in a "caring world" that anyone shoul d
be poor.

Africa, Central Asia, South Anerica and South Pacific could be easily
enriched by investing the huge surplus of capital in devel opnmental and



producti ve capacities, he said.

He said: "If the world is to be a global entity, then there should not
be abject poverty in sone parts and obscene wealth in other parts. Al mnust
be reasonably well off. Capital conbined with nodern technol ogy have the
capacity to enrich the whol e gl obe.

"We can invest in a powerful railway systemto carry the raw materials
and inmports of Central Asia at |ow cost. W can develop the great rivers of
Latin Anerica, Africa and Asia into the kind of transportati on channels
that the Rhine and the Danube are to Europe,” said Dr Mahathir.

He al so said people could do a whole ot of things that could | end true
meani ng to gl obalisation |like transporting excess fresh water fromnelting
snow to the arid deserts of the world in the same way that oil and gas
bei ng pi ped over thousands of mles.
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