24 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Bum put er a
GOVT STRI VI NG TO REMOVE RACI AL | DENTI FI CATI ON BY ECONOM C FUNCTI ON

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the government will continue striving to renove
racial identification by a community's econonic function

Towards this end, it will assist the Bumiputera in acquiring business
skills and in attaining economic parity with the other comunities, he
sai d.

However, for such efforts to succeed, the Bum putera thensel ves woul d
have to change their attitude and work harder, he said when opening the
2001 Sabah Bumi putera econom ¢ congress here today.

"There can never be a larger Bum putera equity holding if everytine
shares are allocated to them they would imediately sell themto
non- Bum putera for quick profit,” he said.

They shoul d i nstead enul ate those non-Buni putera who prudently nanaged
their business and finances, said the prime mnister

Dr Mahathir said the current |evel of Bum putera achievenent,
economy-w se, was still low at only 19 per cent despite the various
governnment policies, efforts and priority accorded them

"The government has been criticised for cronyism unfairness and has
been sl andered and defaned purely for wanting to hel p Bum putera get their
share of the national econom c cake," he said.

Criticising the governnent would just be futile if the objective of
redressi ng econom c disparity between the Bum putera and non-Bum putera
coul d not be achieved, said Dr Mahathir.

"It cannot be achi eved and can never be achieved if the real ail nent
i nherent anong the Bumi putera thenselves is not cured,” he said.

Dr Mahathir rem nded Bum putera busi nessmen agai nst actingly hastily in
doi ng busi ness.

The prime mnister assured Bum putera, including those in Sabah, that
t he governnment would not neglect its responsibility towards them

Among the neasures it would inplenment in continuing assistance for them
are:

* giving Sabah Buni putera businessmen priority when awardi ng gover nnment
contracts provided the contracts are not in turn given to non-Bum putera
contractors.

+ intensifying programes under the conmmercial and industrial
devel opnent programe for Sabah Bumi putera, including wonen;

+ increasing the nunber of training institutions for young Sabah
entrepreneurs through col | aborati on between the mnistries of Education and
Ent r epr eneur Devel opnent.

+ introducing short-termand | ong-termcourses for entrepreneurs in
Sabah by Universiti Ml aysia Sabah and Universiti Teknol ogi Mara catering
mainly for retiring governnment and private sector personnel keen on
starting small- and medi um scal e i ndustries, (SMs).

The Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry woul d conduct a study in major
towns in Sabah with a view towards increasing the nunber of Bum putera
retail traders, the prine mnister said

The governnment woul d al so expand the nentor, vendor and franchiser
concept in Sabah to enlarge Bum putera participation in manufacturing and
production of electrical, electronic, plastic and furniture products as
well as in the petroleum energy and tel ecommunication sectors, he said.

The state Industrial Devel opment Mnistry and the federal Foreign and



International Trade and Industry mnistries would be aggressively speed up
t he devel opnent of the Brunei, |l ndonesia, Mal aysi a, the Philippines- East
Asean G ow h Area (Bl MP-EAGA) to open new nmarkets for |ocal Bum putera
entrepreneurs.

More than 800 participants are taking part in the two-day sen nar
organi sed by the Sabah Econoni c Devel opment Cor porati on.
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