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Gol den girl with the gol den voice

Errol de Cruz
ITWAS atypical famly suite at the Quality Hotel, Jalan Raja Laut, KL.

Food trays idl ed outside the door awaiting collection, and just as we
were ushered in, a bellboy arrived, carrying two nore trays of sundaes,
fruit juice, iced coffee and chocol ate.

Inside, the TV set was on.

"Siti's having her hair done,"” said her brother, manager and forner
recording artiste, A yee. That was nice. No fussing about. No
prelimnaries about what the interviewwas to be about.

Ten nminutes later, the star wal ked i n, dressed casual ly, | ooking radi ant
wi t hout make-up, long hair flow ng free.

The daughter of Tarudin, a policeman, and singer Siti Sal nah, Nurhaliza,
now 22, was just another student, five years ago, when she won RTM s
Bi ntang H buran M nggu in 1995

Si nce then, the awards have just poured in, and she can't recoll ect
exactly how many at the interview

After the contest cane a recording deal with Suria Records and she hit
the top with her first single, Mawar Ku, a P. Ranl ee conposition
originally recorded by Ram ee' s Panca Sitara, |ed by Aziz Jaafar.

For her debut, Nurhaliza recorded the song with boy band 2 By 2, and
took off like a rocket, winning two awards at Singapore's Popul ar Misic
Awards in 1996 (Mbst Popul ar New Artiste, Most Popul ar Song) and fol | owed
her success with three nore awards at our Juara Lagu ' 96 (Best
Performance, Ballad and Song of the Year) for Jerat Percintaan.

Her run was not hing short of phenomenal as nore awards fell into place
for Jerat Percintaan at the Anugerah Industri Mizik, the year after

Barely 17, the Kuala Lipis girl was awed by her success. Until then, her
life was an exanpl e of kanpung bliss, as she studi ed and hel ped her fanily
sel | kueh-rmueh at the pasar nmalam her mnd set on a career in nedicine.

That was how she had her first vocal |essons, shouting out her wares to
attract customers.

"It was difficult, virtually inpossible then, for a student to nmake it
so big in the nmusic business and get accepted by both critics and nusi c-
buyers, " the demure star said. "Mreover, we didn't expect Singaporeto
accept it so fast."

But, she admts, she had an advantage. A big one. The choi ce of song was
perfect. It was a cover version of an old hit. And one by P. Ramee, to
boot .

Hal f the battl e was won. The rest of the victory cane with her good
| ooks and fresh vocal style and presentation.

Five years on, Siti Nurhaliza has becone used to success but stil
retains her hunmlity, avirtue that belies her star status. Her famly
still conmes first and as she speaks, she nakes it obvious that it will for
sonme tinme to cone

"1 know, people talk about how nmy brother or sister is always around
when | go out, that |'m over-protected

"But |'mstill young and in this business, what peopl e say about you is
very i nportant," she enphasi sed, concerned t hat unnecessary tal k could
easily get out of hand, becone controversial, even

"Besi des, they're al so concerned about ny safety when | go out."

Siti Nurhaliza, mature beyond her years, also adnmits that with her
hectic schedul e, she has precious littletime left for herself, "It's the



sacrifice | have to make, being an anak seni (child of the arts)."

"l have no regrets,” she said. "It's ny choice."

The | ady knows she's young and t hat bei ng young, she will have a | ot of
time for everything el se and there's sone nai vet e when we di scuss her
private life and she comes across really cute.

"You nean being (part of) ... a couple,” she says hesitantly, bl ushing,
an eyebrow cocked. "No, there's no one waiting on the side."

"It will all come in due tine,” she smles nmodestly. "Ri ght now, ny
responsibility istony famly ... to make sure that ny younger siblings
get what they need.”

Thanks to her chil dhood years in Kual a Li pis, Nurhaliza may know what
hard times are all about, and she is aware of her fam lial duties.

"Maybe the time will be right in a couple of years," she ponders. "Ri ght
now, there's no tinme to spend or think about boyfriends."

"I do have a private life, now, but it's with nmy famly and | enjoy it,"
she sai d, addi ng that she keeps fit, trying hard to catch up on | ost sl eep
and suppl enenting her diet with vitam ns.

Leisure tine for the young superstar is spent either bowing or playing
badm nton, but there's always fani |y around, and yes, they do protect her

And why not, especially when you consi der the nunber of stars whose
careers and private |ives have been littered and destroyed by all sorts of
nongeri ng and nmedi a scrutiny.

A coupl e of years ago, Nurhaliza was accused of taking sides politically
when she spoke in favour of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir at a
concert.

Today, that seenms like it was taken out of context as Nurhaliza insists
that she has no political aspirations and even answers the question as if
she had no ot her choice

"Maybe sonme tine later, much later, | could help in the devel opment of
local politics, especially if I could help society with nmy contribution.

"There i s no doubt that, being artistes, we have a great influence on
our fans ... but not now... | have no experience in this ... nmaybe nuch
later."

Her attitude is the sane when she responds to questions about novie
of fers.

"I won't do anything that 1'mnot sure of and certainly not until I'm
ready for it ... the price doesn't matter.
"Right now, |'ma singer; | have nusic in ny blood - and that's what

want to concentrate on."

The rest of 2001 seens pretty packed already for Siti Nurhaliza, singer
beauty product spokesman, soft drink endorser and forner goodw | |
anmbassador of the Mal aysi an Red Crescent Soci ety (MRCS).

Her two-year contract with MRCS recently expired and they' re al ready
tal king about a renewal. But Nurhaliza is uncertain, although she has
al ready pl edged to hel p the organi sati on when the need ari ses.

"I don't need to be an anbassador to help themin their activities," she
of fered. "Moreover, other charities seemreluctant to approach ne, know ng
I''man MRCS goodwi || anbassador."

"I'f 1'mfree of contracts, 1'll be able to hel p any of them"

Ri ght now, the cards i nclude a nega "coneback" concert at the Nationa
Stadiumat Bukit Jalil in June and another at the Singapore World Trade
Centre, possibly in Septenber.

And there are other queries fromother parts of the world - Indonesi a,
where her al bum Aku Cinta Pada Mu, sold half a mllion copies, Japan and
Chi na (where she's performed tw ce before).

No one's saying so, but the noney shoul d be on I ndonesi a, where her | ast
two al buns - C ndai and Safar - should soon be rel eased. Here,



unfortunately, her | atest outing, Safar, is badly it by piracy, takingits
time to cross the 100, 000- mark

"And that's what I'mtrying to nurture in my concerts and public
appearances - the need to buy original products, to help the industry grow
and prosper," Nurhaliza said.

The "coneback" is bit of a joke in the nusic industry, because Nurhaliza
never took that six-nmonth break she said she would at the begi nning of the

year.
Vel |, she did, for about a nonth. "I couldn't sit home quietly and do
not hi ng but watch videos and rest ... | just didn't feel |ike nmyself.
"The expectations of fans ... and sponsors ... is very high," she
expl ained. "I couldn't disappoint them"™

Working full steamfor Siti Nurhaliza nmeans perform ng five shows a week
and two days at rest. Wen she takes a break, it's the other way around.

She's doing it whole-heartedly. And enjoying it thoroughly.

The reason cones straight fromher heart.

"Music is in ny blood," she smled. "I don't plan to do anything el se."
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