18/ 05/ 2001
Good advisers are hard to cone by

Seri Menanti
Dear Sir,

ITISrefreshing to knowthat Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad i s now enpl oyi ng two non-Mal ays as his political and press
secretaries, adding nore to his already existing political aides.

This, tonmy view, is a very serious attenpt to find out nore about how
ot her races in the country think

Sonehow, | was not the | east surprised that he nade such a decision. It
just shows, once again, his | eadership extraordinaire's quality. This is
t he case of grabbing the bull by the horns and conquering the racial fear
and the hell with small and parochial thinking.

Sone of his detractors may say that "this man i s maki ng anot her
political ginmmck" or others may say "this is just an attenpt to further
woo t he Chinese voters". Wll, the facts are heis also the Prinme Mnister
to all, Chinese included. The panpered Mal ays with their warp sense of
nationalismcan, again, just gripe at anything that has been deci ded by
the very peopl e given the nandate to manage the country. Dr Mahathir
shoul d now seriously consider taking in capable Indians to help himin
office. In fact this should have been done a long ti me ago.

You know t hat | eaders are as good and capabl e as the peopl e who surround

them Renenber Richard N xon, and his pal ace guards. Wl |, N xon was a
victi mof his own pal ace guards. All throughout his adm nistration, with a
coupl e of good decisions, he was ill-advised into allow ng hinself to nmake

bad deci si ons. The WAt ergat e scandal was the nother of all faux pas
committed by Ni xon that cost himhis presidency. Al of the responsible
cul prits were rounded up and Ni xon was i npeached and forced to resign
di shonour abl y.

Mobut u Sese Seko, of the former Zaire, on his final hour, was told that
everything was fine and dandy in his country by his advi sers, who were
al ready st ashi ng di anonds and US dol | ars i n European banks ready to scoot.
Vel 1, we know what happened to him

"Baby Doc" Duvalier of Haiti, was also told by the head of his dreaded
secret police, the Ton-Ton Macoute, that Haiti was under control. He | ost.

So you see, advisers need to be scrutinised by all |eaders, for they can
be the cause of their downfall
As a private citizen who |l oves to see his country flourish, I amof the

opi nion that | eaders in this country are also prisoners of their so-called
advi sers. These advi sers have al ways had their own personal interest at
heart first, then the interest of their bosses only second

Sonet i nes bad advi sers can | ead to too nany nmaj or probl ens that usually
takes many years to correct.

Advi sers sonetine only tell their bosses what they want to hear. Bosses
are usual ly a good being and but are often susceptible to "good" and
"convi nci ng" yarns.

Well, | think good | eaders fromnow on should start exercising their own
G ey matter and to make an effort to identify good peopl e fromcar pet
bagger. By doing this, their chances of surviving politically are nmuch
nor e.

Dr Mahathir exercised his Gey matter and cane out with i deas that have
and can i nprove the chances of this country to survive politically,
econom cally and socially. It will beinterestingto find out how nuch
nmore of his Grey matter will work for the benefit of the country, Umo,



Mal ay unity and Mal aysi an prosperity.

As a political observer, as we all are, Dr Mahathir is indeed an old
horse that we can bet on, for | amsure he can always find his way back to
ensure stability and prosperity for the country and the peopl e.

It is wong for the International Institute for Strategic Studies
(I'1SS), inits recent analysis of countries inthe world, to |l unp Mal aysi a
wi th I ndonesi a, the Philippines, and Thail and by sayi ng that political
instability, corruption, |ack of | eadership and ethnic strife make this
region as troubl ed areas.

To begin with Ml aysi a has got a strong | eadership, no ethnic strife,
and corruption. Maybe corruption, but that can be sorted out in due tine
if thereis apolitical will to do so for the sake of the country. To say
that this country condones corrupt practices is totally off. Adenocratic
practice of this country has allowed a politicianto call upon the higher
authority to investigate all eged corrupt practice by anot her senior
politician (note: in reference to Fauzi and Khalil)

O her than that, ask anybody, he or she will say this is still a country
inthe region where the senbl ance of a failed society is no where near to
be seen. To say Malaysia has failed is |ike saying there is water on
pl anet Mars.

Again, as a private citizen, any decision to be nade fromnowtill June
or July, or the future, to cleanse the governnent nmachi nery of any "dead
wood", or to get rid of any destructive elenment in the country for the
sake of peace and security, the Prinme M nister can have ny total support.

I will wish himall the best, for he needs it to save the country, if any,
fromany danger or threat. This colum is witten w thout malice.
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