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| POH, COct 12 (Bernamm) -- Taxpayers can expect good news when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad tables the 2002 Budget in
Parliament next Friday, |Inland Revenue Board Chief Executive O ficer Datuk
Zai nol Abi din Abdul Rashid said today.

He said the board had forwarded proposals to the government and it was
up to the government whether to accept or reject them

"You have to wait and see for the Prime Mnister's announcenent. |
think the 2002 Budget will bring many good news for us,"” he told a nedia
conference after visiting the I RB branch here today.

Zai nol Abidin said he believed taxpayers would be satisfied with the
budget as the tax collected fromthem would be used to upgrade
infrastructure facilities and speed up devel opnent in the country.

Anot her aspect expected to be given enphasis was inproving tax
col l ection methods through new procedures and nore effective enforcenent,
he said.

Zai nol Abidin said the board would step up enforcenent on vegetable and
flower growers as well as ceram c products manufacturers who nade fal se
decl arations, causing IRBto incur mllions of ringgit in losses from
uncol | ected t ax.

He said the Ipoh IRB detected a case of a flower grower in Cameron
H ghl ands who nmade profits totalling RVMb.8 million in five years but only
paid a small anmount in tax after making fal se declaration.

The flower grower failed to pay tax anpunting to RVM. 8 million, he
sai d.

In anot her case, a ceram c products manufacturer, who earned up to RMVB
mllion a year, had to pay RM.5 million in backdated tax to the I RB, he
sai d.

Zai nol Abidin said the I poh IRB had detected 67 such cases with
backdated tax collected anbunting to RML9.2 nillion.

He al so said the branch had settled several big cases, including tax
worth RVb.09 million involving taxpayers fromthe securities industry and
Rv.25 mllion froma couple invol ved in business.

It had al so taken action to decl are bankrupt in 44 cases including a
VIP who had to pay RML.63 million in tax to lift the caveat inposed agai nst
him he added.
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