06 AUG 2001
Khalil-patriotic
GOOD PATRI OTI C MALAYSI ANS WLL NOT TURN TO FOREI GNERS, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Good patriotic Ml aysians will not
invite foreign interference to determne the fate of their country, said
Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob today.

As such, he said the government had not expected some Ml aysi ans, who
clainmed to fight for justice, to have the temerity to reveal the country's
donmestic problens to outsiders who actually had ill-intention agai nst
Mal aysi a.

"I wish to state that patriotics Ml aysians will not do such a thing
because patriotic Ml aysi ans have dignity and credibility to build and
develop this country on their own w thout interference fromoutside," he
said at the mnistry's nonthly gathering at Angkasapuri, here.

In this respect, Khalil said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad as a true Mal aysi an patri ot because of his determination not to

| eave the fate of Ml aysians in the hands of outsiders, |ike what was
happeni ng in several countries.

Al t hough many still regarded conditions in Malaysia as far from
perfect, the country still offered the best of hopes to Ml aysi ans
especi ally those who knew how to be grateful, he said.

Khal il dism ssed the notion that Ml aysia was inviting foreign

interference when it established external ties in various fields including
mlitary.

"Qur patriotismw Il not be less spirited even when we have deal i ngs
with foreigners whether in the field of mlitary," he said.

He said the governnent was aware of allegations levelled at the
country's | eaders, accusing them of being unpatriotic for conducting joint
exercise with foreign troops.

Mal aysi ans with high patriotic spirit had condemmed such all egati ons,
he said.

Mal aysia's recent joint exercise with the American troops had been
di storted by the opposition for their selfish interest.
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