29/ 10/ 2001

Good response to 7th Ascope conference

THE Sevent h Conference & Exhi bition organi sed by the Associ ati on of Sout h-
East Asi an Nations Council on Petrol eum(Ascope), which will kick off on
Novenber 5, has attracted participants and exhibitors fromall the Asean
and some 10 Non- Asean countri es.

More t han 30 speakers, conprising industry experts, policy shapers and
deci si on- makers have al so confirned their participation.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is al so expected to grace
the event with a special |uncheon address on Novenber 7 2001.

Organi sation of Petrol eumExporting Countries secretary-general Dr Ali
Rodri gues Araque wi || deliver a key paper entitled "Forging a New Order in
the Petrol eum|ndustry: The Chal | enges Ahead" on the openi ng day.

Therred " Forgi ng Towards a New Order in the G| and Gas | ndustry", the
7th Conference & Exhibition will be held at Putra World Trade Centre
(PWIC) and hosted by Petronas.

Sponsors for the event include ExxonMbil, Shell, Del com Accenture, the
Bost on Consul ti ng Group and Schl unberger.

Hel d every four years on a rotational basis in Ascope nmenber countries,
t he conference has arguably becone one of the | argest and nobst inportant
oil and gas conventions to be organised in Asia.

This year's event will seek to highlight and drawinsights into the New
Order enmerging in the global oil and gas i ndustry, in keeping with the
structural changes taking place within the industry.

It will see a gathering of industry experts, policy shapers and deci sion
makers fromall over the world who will inpart, discuss and share
know edge, expertise and experience in various aspects of the industry.

Partici pants attending the conference will get first-hand infornmed
vi ews, opi nions and perspectives on several topics and issues facing the
i ndustry.

Di scussions will also touch on energy security and sustai nabl e
devel opnent as wel |l as opportunities and challenges in the industry's
upstreamactivites and t he val ue-addi ng downstream busi ness chai n.

A subj ect close to Ascope's heart, the proposed Trans- Asean Gas Pi peline
(TAGP) project, will also be deliberated upon. Participants at the
Conference will al so hear about the | atest devel opnents in the oil, gas
and energy arena of Ascope nmenber countries, to be presented by top-Ievel
Ascope council nmenbers and officials fromeach Asean country.

The 7th Conference & Exhibition will boast a "Trade Fair" concept,
integrating trade and busi ness opportunities into the event's main
programe. The Ascope Centre for Business Opportunities will be set up at
the PATC to provide a platformfor interaction and networ ki ng anong
del egat es.

At the centre, delegates will gain first-hand i nformation on policies
and procedures for doing business with Asean's National O Conpanies
(NQOCs) as wel |l as on busi ness opportunities in Ascope nmenber countri es.

Participants, |ike NOCs and service providers, will also have the
opportunity to pronote their acreages, products and services at the
centre. It is expected that through the centre, new busi ness contacts will
be forged and ol d al | i ances renewed, thus strengtheni ng and enhanci ng
rel ationships within the global oil and gas fraternity.
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