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Governnent to nonitor projects

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The CGovernnent will strictly nonitor all projects
earmar ked under the RWA. 3 billion stimul us package announced yesterday to
ensure the allocations were spent during the stipul ated peri od.

Nat i onal Economi ¢ Action Conmittee (NEAC) executive chai rman Dat uk
Must apa Mohaned said a nmeeting will be held with all government agencies
and departnments on Monday to ensure projects planned are conpleted in the
shortest possible tine.

"W have to ensure that the allocations are spent in the tine frame
given to enable it to becone a catalyst to the growth of the country's
econony," Mistapa said in Kota Baru today.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad i n announci ng the econonic
stimul us package yesterday, said it was ainmed at generating econonic
activities with the biggest spin-off effects.

The new package focuses on small|l devel opnent projects, welfare, training
of retrenched workers and the unenpl oyed, and tourism pronotion.

The announcenent recei ved w despread support froma cross section of
soci ety including governnment and opposition | eaders, trade unions and the
busi ness comuni ty.

The Associ ation of Conputer and Multinedia I ndustry of Ml aysia (Pi kom
descri bed the stimulus package, particularly the RVMBOO million injection
to create conmputer labs in 2,000 schools as a nove in the right direction

Its chairman Looi Kien Leong said in a statement: "Not only will our
children benefit fromthis nove, but it will also stinulate the |oca
i nformati on and conmmuni cations industry.”

The Ml aysi an Mal ay Busi nessnen And | ndustrialists Association
( PERDASAMA) president, Datuk Moehamad |zat Emir, stated that the package
woul d ensure the continued econom ¢ grow h of between one to two percent.

Moehanmad | zat said the decision to inprove terns and access to financing
under existing special funds for small and medi um scal e enterprises was a
good nmove in encouraging themto explore new opportunities, especially for
bum putera enterprises.

"Bum put era busi nessnmen and industrialists should take advantage of the
benefits of the package for their own benefit as well as the nation's,"” he
sai d.

The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) appl auded the Government's
proacti ve nove to boost the econony but urged enpl oyers to be nore
responsi bl e towards their workers.

MTUC presi dent Senator Datuk Zai nal Ranpak said although the
Governnent's efforts to kick-start the econony is significant to create
enpl oynent, enpl oyers should also play their role effectively.

He al so called on the Human Resource Mnistry to set up enpl oynent
exchanges in every nmajor town and give priority to | ocal workers over
forei gn ones.

"There shoul d be no new recruitnment of foreign workers and the existing
ones shoul d be sent back once their contracts are over, "he said, adding
that this woul d create nore enpl oyment opportunities for |ocals.

In Serenban, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Samad said the
package was part of an ongoi ng proactive step taken by the Governnent to
keep the country's econony vibrant and thriving.

"All this shows the caring propensity of the Governnent and its
resilience to cut off negative inpacts fromany gl obal devel opnents.



"I'n Negri Senbilan, we have received RMO million fromthe earlier
package whi ch has been distributed to the rel evant Wakil Rakyat, for
projects to build roads, bridges and other public infrastructure," |sa
sai d.

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the announcenent
reflects the strong determinati on and deci siveness of Dr Mahathir to
generate econonic activities and business opportunities in the face of the
Ameri can and gl obal recession.

"I particularly wel conme specific allocations to provide conputer labs in
2,000 schools, re-training of retrenched workers and special information
technol ogy courses for degree and di pl oma hol ders,"” Koh said, adding that
t he measures woul d have | ong-term positive inpacts in upgrading the
technol ogy skills and productivity of the Ml aysi an workforce to sustain
and sharpen the country's conpetitiveness in the global market.

Free I ndustrial Zone Penang Conpani es Associ ati on (Frepenca) president
Dat uk Wong Siew Hai said the nove to stinulate the econony locally is a
positive step.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamsaid the
allocation will help sustain the State Governnent's tourism pronotion
efforts currently being carried out locally and in Asean countri es.

"It is the State Governnent's hope that we will be able to receive part
of the grant to enable us to carry out a nore aggressive pronotion for
Mal acca, " he said

In Johor Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman pl edged that the
State will ensure all projects undertaken under the stimulus package are
i mplemented within the stipulated tine frane.

"W will ensure that none of the projects to be inplenmented here will be
disrupted or left ailing.

"To this end, we will ensure that the projects, especially the snal
rural projects and the upgradi ng of Kemas ki ndergartens, will be awarded
to the right people within the all ocated three nonths,"” he said today.

Gnhani particularly wel conmed the allocation for the re-training of
retrenched workers as the state is bracing itself for the expected | ay-off
of up to 7,000 workers in the industrial sector.

In addition, the gloony econonic scenario in Singapore i s expected to
|l ead to the retrenchment of hundreds of Mal aysi an workers currently
enpl oyed in the republic.

Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang commended t he
Governnent for the RMA.3 billion fund injection into the econony. He,
however, urged for greater enphasis on the agriculture sector in order to
i ncrease the country's food supply.
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