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GOVT TO HELP BOOST DI VE- TOURI SM ABDUL KADI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 25 (Bernama) -- Mrre jetties will be built and
exi sting ones upgraded to cater for the increasing nunber of dive-tourists
com ng to Mal aysian shores, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir said today.

He said allocations had been made under the 8th Ml aysian Plan for the
jetties and other infrastructure projects.

"Diving sports is becom ng nore popular and we will spend noney to
boost the sports,” he told a press conference after opening the Asia D ve
Expo (ADEX) 2001, at the Mnes Exhibition Centre, here.

He said in Mal aysia there were many diving spots such as in Sabah,

Ter engganu, Pahang and Kedah.

"We are planning to develop facilities on islands off these states to
attract nore tourists especially divers," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Sports Diving Association (MSDA) President Mikriz
Mahat hir said over 30,000 dive-tourists visited Mal aysi an shores every year
and spent an average of RMB8.5 million.

Last year, Sabah al one contributed RVbO mllion in dive-tourist
receipts -- a significant 10 per cent contribution to the total tourist
recei pts for the year.

"This clearly shows that dive-tourismis growing into a big revenue
earner for the Ml aysi an econony," he said.

Responding to a question, he said the average stay of each diver ranged
fromeight to 10 days and some even extended to two weeks.

He al so said 60 per cent of divers spent between RM3, 500 snd RW4, 000
during each stay while 40 per cent between RM2, 000 and RMB, 500 per person.

Mukriz said nost divers cane from Tai wan, Hong Kong and Japan and of
|ate the United States and Europe.

"More than 350 Mal aysi ans have already traded in their |aptops and
bri ef cases for dive conputers and depth gauges and a |licence to teach scuba
di ving," he added.

He al so said the association would continue to pronote diving as a safe
and fun-filled recreational sport anong Ml aysians and expatriates |iving
in the country.

"The association will also like to create nore and better awareness
about the need to conserve the marine environnment," he said.

A total of 88 exhibitors from22 countries is taking part in the expo
to present the latest innovative and trendy products, as well special
packages of dive destinations.

The three-day show is endorsed by the Dive Equi pnent and Marketing
Associ ati on (DEMA) and hosted by Tourism Mal aysia and supported by NMSDA.

The expo is open to the public and adm ssion is RM3 for those w thout
invitation cards.
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