18/ 01/ 2001

Governnent | eaders hail |atest changes in Cabinet

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - CGovernnent | eaders today wel coned the new
appoi ntnments in the Government adm nistration, describing it as apt and
tinmely.

Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob congratul at ed Senat or Dat uk
Zai nuddi n Maidin on his appointnment as Deputy Information Mnister. (see
CORRECTI ON above)

"Hi s appointnment is apt, considering his vast experience in the nedia,"
said Khalil.

Meanwhi | e, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhanmmad Tai b sai d Dat uk
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil's and Brig Jen (Rtd) Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai nal
Abidin's appointnents, said they represented "a good nove".

Shahri zat was nanmed as Winen's Affairs Mnister, while Abdul Hanmi d was
appointed Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Bernama reports that Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz is happy
wi th Shahrizat's appointnent as it showed that wonens' struggle was given
speci al attention.

"I thank the Prinme M nister for recognising wonen's inportance," she
sai d while expressing the hope that nore wonen woul d be appointed to the
Cabi net .

Raf i dah expressed her confidence that Shahrizat would be able to | ead
the ministry well with the experience gained through her interaction with
non- gover nrent al or gani sati ons.

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n descri bed the pronoti on of Shahri zat
to full minister a good nove as it reflected the Governnent's recognition
of the role played by wonen in the country's affairs.

He said with Shahrizat's pronotion to the post of Wnen's Affairs
M ni ster, there would now be three wonmen Cabi net ministers.

The others are Rafidah, the International Trade and I ndustry M nister,
and National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man.

"The women (in the country) should be happy," he said when comenting on
the latest shifting of Cabinet portfolios by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Dai m al so said many wonen had been appointed to senior positions in the
gover nnent .

They i ncl ude Bank Negara Covernor Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, Attorney-
General Datuk Al num Mohd Saai d, Solicitor-Ceneral Datuk Helil ah Mohamed
Yusof, National Archives Director-General Datuk Habi bah Zon and Nati onal
Li brary Director-General Shahar Banun Jaafar.

I n Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the creation of
the Mnistry of Wonen's Affairs was "tinmely".

"The decision reflects our society's increased awareness of the plights
and di scrimnation faced by wonen in the workpl ace and at hore.

"Worren' s wel fare nust be accorded promi nence by the public and deci si on-
nmakers.
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