05/ 07/ 2001

Governnent to study request for pension schene review, says PM

KUALA LUWUR, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said

the Governnment is willing to study the request by the Ml aysi an Gover nnent
Pensi oners Association for a review of their present pension schene.
"I realise that pensions can still be increased, but definitely not

rai sed until they get the full anpunt of their [ast drawn salary. If this
is the case, many will retire imedi ately,"” he said at a dinner organi sed
by the associ ati on.

St udi es had shown that Ml aysi a's pension schene was better than those
i npl emented in other countries, he added.

He said the pension schene had seen i nprovenent through the years as
bonus was now paid to civil servants when they retired conpared to
previ ous schermes which linmted pension to 12 years.

Even when a pensioner died, his wi dow and children would still enjoy a
portion of the derivative pension, he added.

Addressing the retirees tonight, Dr Mahathir advised themto keep
t hensel ves active and busy, and not "withdraw fromliving" or focus on
preparing for the hereafter.

Dr Mahathir warned that "those who do not find work, who do not do
anything, usually feel ill and fade away".

Meanwhi | e, associ ation president Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ayob said nore than
60, 000 government pensioners were receiving pensions of |ess than RVA00
per nont h.
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