20/ 03/ 2001

Governnent to train nore POL teachers in national-type schools

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Government will train nore teachers for Pupils'
Oan Language cl asses in national -type schools to encourage nore Chi nese
and I ndian students to attend these school s.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today that the
teachi ng of non-Bum put era | anguages was provi ded for and encouraged by
t he Governnent.

"W are going to train nore teachers. This is one country in Southeast
Asia, the only country in Southeast Asia, perhaps the only country in the
wor | d where the | anguages of the non-Bunmiputeras are actually provided for
and encouraged by the Governnent," he told reporters after a Barisan
Nasi onal pre-council nmeeting with BN MPs and senators at Parlianent House

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, was asked earlier about the
Governnent's vi ew towards havi ng a si ngl e-nedi um school system as proposed
by various quarters to enhance national unity.

He said it was the Governnent's hope that Chinese and I ndi an students
woul d go to national -type school s.

"But unfortunately national-type schools now are controlled by those who
try to nake the national schools look Iike Islamc religi ous schools and
this makes Chinese and Indians not interested in going to national-type
school s even though we have agreed to have PCOL teachers.

"W did not supply POL teachers not because it is Government policy. No,
it just becane so," Dr Mahathir said.

He said in having PCOL classes, the Governnent would ensure that Miuslim
students did not force non-Mislimstudents to accept their way of Iiving
i ncluding forcing non-Muslins to wear the tudung and the Iike.

"So we nmake the national -type school nore attractive. | believe that
many students who go to Chi nese and I ndian schools would Iike to go to
national -type schools where they will get the same education as well as
| earn their nother tongue.

"And there is no pressure that they nust accept the nmanner and custom
and the way of living of Muslins,” Dr Mahathir said.

Asked if the Vision Schools concept could be a solution to the matter,
he said the Governnent had proposed it but politicians made it an issue.
"VWhat ever we proposed, they nake a political issue and they bring in

racial elenments that nake a small matter big,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said no devel opnent woul d take place if the Opposition was to be
fol | owed.

Citing as an exanple the Muda irrigation schene, Dr Mahathir said the
Opposi tion had objected, saying land too had to be rested for six nonths
bef ore re-pl anting.

"No need to plant padi twi ce a year and peopl e cannot work throughout
the year," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the Opposition's logic was foll owed there would be
no Miuda schene, no Kel antan irrigation scheme, and no Penang bri dge.

"Whenever we want to do sonething we are opposed by the Opposition who
feel that as the Qpposition, they nust oppose everything."

( END)
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