22/ 01/ 2001
Govt unlikely to undertake further Cabinet changes

Zety Fazil ah Bahar uddin

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday said the
Governnent is unlikely to undertake further Cabi net changes in the
i mredi ate term

Dr Mahathir, who returned froma four-day visit to Japan yesterday told
reporters at the air force base in Subang that the Government is not
| ooking into the idea at the nonent.

"This is not a game. W don't sinply choose and pick. There is no
guar ant ee that new peopl e can produce better than the old ones. Change is
not always for the better," he said.

He was responding to a question on whether the Governnent plans to nake
any nore changes in the Cabinet and will appoint any ot her Menbers of
Parliament (MPs) to the Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will sonetinmes appoint a state
assenbl yman or those who has not been selected into the Senate with the
hope that one day they will be appointed into the Cabinet.

"This is not a new thing."

Asked whet her appoi ntnment of the non-MP s into the Cabinet wll
denoralise the MPs, he replied: "As politicians, they should not fee
denoral i sed."

On ot her younger politicians who may feel that they should be given a
chance, Dr Mahathir said the tinme will cone for them

In the recent Cabi net change, the country's first since the 1999 genera
el ection, the Governnent has appoi nted People's Progressive Party
presi dent Senator Datuk M Kayveas as Deputy M nister of Housing and Loca
Gover nment .

The Governnent al so created a Wonen's Affairs Mnistry, headed by Dat uk
Shahrizat Jalil.

The Governnent has al so appoi nted Jabat an Kenaj uan | sl am Mal aysi a
(Jakim director-general Brig-Jen (B) Datuk Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin as
Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent.

On his visit, Dr Mahathir said he attended a synposium hosted by
Mai ni chi  Shi nbun, and was gi ven a chance to voice out his ideas on Japan
medi a reports on Mal aysi a.

He said many newspapers in Japan are not aware of the real situation in
Mal aysia and only report news provided by foreign news services.

As such, Dr Mahathir suggested that both Japan and Mal aysi an newspapers
have journalists attached in each other's country to give themthe actua
situation in both countries.

The Prime M nister also said Ckayana has invited Malaysia Airlines to
have direct flights fromKuala Lunmpur to the city.

The national carrier currently flies direct fromKual a Lunmpur and Kot a
Ki nabal u to Gsaka; Kual a Lunpur, Penang and Langkawi to Tokyo; Kual a
Lurmpur to Fukuoka and Kual a Lumpur to Nagoya
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