25 MAR 2001
Sol i darity-Menor andum
GOV' T URGED TO SET UP SOLI DARI TY COW TTEE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- The People's Counselling and
Service Organisation (PKPR), a non-governnental organisation (NG, has
called on the governnent to set up a Solidarity Committee at the state and
district levels to pronote national unity.

"Political parties, NG3s, unions and those involved in pronoting racial
solidarity in the country nmust be represented in the committee,"” PKPR said
in a menorandum

The menorandumentitled "Postnortem on the Kanpung Medan incidents and
PKPR recomendati ons for preserving prosperity and harnony in Ml aysia" had
been submitted to the offices of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhamad Khir Toyo on
Fri day.

Copi es of the nenorandum were al so sent to the nmedia. The menorandum
was drawn up followi ng the clashes between two rival groups in several
settlenents of f Jalan Kl ang Lama on March 8.

The menorandum which was signed by PKPR president P. GQunaseel an, said
it was time that the Mnistry of National Unity and Soci al Devel oprent
pl ayed a nore aggressive and active role in pronoting harnony anong the
various races in Ml aysia.

"The mnistry should review whether the programmes it had undertaken
had achi eved their original objectives,” the menorandum sai d.

The 15-poi nt menorandum al so called on the governnment to set up a
per manent committee on religion for non-Mislim Ml aysi ans at the state and
district |evels.

The special conmttee should be chaired by a state exco with
representatives frompolitical parties, religious bodies and NGOs, it said.

The main role of the commttee would be to identify religious issues
and to overcome themthrough consensus.

The menorandum al so urged that the allotnent of |ow cost houses to the
peopl e should be made in a transparent manner so that only those who truly
needed the houses woul d get them

The federal governnment was al so urged to set up a special independent
body headed by the Menteris Besar or Chief Mnisters to ensure that
squatters were allotted houses in housing projects.
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