04 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Pensi oner s
COV' T WLLING TO REVI EW PENSI ON SCHEME

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the governnent is willing to study the request by the
Mal aysi an Gover nment Pensi oners Association for a review of their present
pensi on schene.

"I amaware that there is certainly sonething that can be given, but no
prom ses. Wen we give full pay, definitely many will retire,"” he said at a
di nner organi sed by the association, here tonight.

Associ ation president Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ayob, in his wel com ng speech
said nore than 60,000 government pensioners now are receiving pensions of
| ess than RMA00 per nonth.

Dr Mahathir said the government had conducted a study on the pension
rates in several countries including the devel oped nations and found t hat
t he Mal aysi an pension systemis better

"Recently, the governnent paid bonus to governnent pensioners. In the
past, pensions were sonetines limted to 12 years only," he said.

At the same time, he said pensioners nust do sonething that is
beneficial after conpleting their service including witing books or
menoi rs about their experiences.

"I'f you have no work, please find one. Don't think too much about fate,
ot herwi se you age faster,"” he said in jest.

Dr Mahathir said although there are sonme pensioners who give nore
enphasis on preparation for the hereafter, this should not nmake them
withdraw fromlife conpletely to the extent that they becone weak.
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