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GOVT WLL ENSURE M SI A CONTI NUES TO BE | NDEPENDENT, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the governnent will always ensure that Malaysia is
i ndependent of those trying to control the nation's econony and finances.

Speaking at the Treasury's nonthly assenbly at the governnent offices
conplex in Jalan Duta here, Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said as
such, it was essential for the governnent to ensure that the country's
adm ni stration continues to be organi sed and efficient.

"I hope that the officers and staff of this mnistry are geared to
equi p thensel ves with knowl edge and upgrade their capability so that the
country can uphold this independence,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the role played by governnent officers and staff
woul d ensure that the country continues to be independent and woul d not be
at the nercy of those wi shing to dom nate the country.

"This ministry is nost vital as it is responsible in managing the
country's finances and if inefficient, the situation will not be like it is
now, " he said.

Dr Mahathir again rem nded the Treasury's staff of the challenges of
gl obal i sati on whi ch woul d have the sane effect as when the country faced
econom c crisis follow ng the manipul ation of the ringgit by rogue currency
specul ators in 1997.

"If we are not efficient in managing our country's finances and we are
not wi se in our spending, we will be exposed to the need to keep on asking
fromthose who wi sh to domi nate us.

"When our nation's econony and finances are controlled, we will not be
able to plan devel opnents which we have been doi ng since independence," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said thankfully, Ml aysia was still free of foreign
dictates over its econony and finances unlike sone other countries which
had to borrow fromcertain quarters followi ng the attacks by the rogue
specul at ors.

He said that the governnent was determned to strive harder so that the
country was free of the dictates of those trying to take advant age.

The prime mnister said that even though previously it was not uncomon
for the country to request for loans fromthe Wrld Bank, the governnment no
| onger do so but borrow from ot hers which do not inpose conditions and
i nstead provide soft I oans to the country.

Dr Mahathir, who attended the nonthly assenbly for the first time after
taki ng over as Finance Mnister, hoped that the Treasury's staff were in
full control of finances and administration to fortify thenselves from
foreign control

"I believe that even though sonetinmes there is a change in ninisters,
the officers and staff will remain in the mnistry and they provide the
continuity to the admnistration of the country's finances," he said.

He was confident that the mnistry's staff would not shirk their
responsibilities and to al ways ensure that the admi nistration of the
finances was carried out with efficiency and wi sdom

"As such, we can save our country in this globalisation era from being
control l ed by foreign nations.

"I hope during ny tenure as Finance Mnister, which is still short, I
will get the same support and performance,” he said while thanking the
Treasury's staff who have carried out their duties well.



- - BERNAMA
NZ ES RM



	GOVT WILL ENSURE M'SIA CONTINUES TO BE INDEPENDENT, SAYS PM (Bernama 09/07/2001)

