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Mahathir-Mlitants
GOVT HAS DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF KMvi TALI BAN LI NKS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the government has docunentary proof of |inks between
hone-grown militants calling thensel ves Kunpulan Mlitan Ml aysia (KMV)
with the Taliban rul ers of Afghanistan.

These incl ude phot ographs of KMM nmenbers while in Afghanistan, their
pi ctures with Afghans and docunments mirroring their nmlitant cause, he
sai d.

"They are all fromPAS... they seemto be acting on their own as they
bel i eve denocratic nmeans will not hel p PAS secure power and that going
mlitant is the only way," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Umo president, was speaking at a nedia
conference after chairing a neeting of the party's Suprene Council at the
Umo headquarters here today.

He said the KMM nmenbers concerned joined the Talibans for training in
Af ghani stan and Paki stan and idolised Gsanma bin Laden, the United States’
prime suspect behind the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in New York and
Washi ngt on which |left thousands dead.

Dr Mahathir said the KMM nmenbers had since returned to Malaysia to
mount terror activities and bring down the governnent by force under the
pretext of turning Malaysia into an Islamc state.

The prime mnister said the authorities uncovered the activities of the
KMM when some of its menbers were arrested follow ng a botched bank robbery
in the Klang Vall ey recently.

"Fol l owi ng the arrest we obtained information as to who are involved,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said the group subscribed to the belief that denocracy was
unlslamc and rejected it.

"They are bent on installing a government by force and doing away with
denocracy after that and would then rule the country according to what they
deened as the Islamc way," he said.

The prime mnister said the KMM nmai ntai ned that Islampermts robbing
of banks whi ch nmade noney out of usury which the religion forbids.

That expl ai ned why they robbed banks but were quite clunsy at that, the
prime mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said it was al so ascertained that the KWMM have links with
simlar terror-orientated groups in Indonesia and the Philippines.

"I cannot reveal all but it is all very clear that they are bent on
toppling the governnent by force,” he said.

Asked whet her the governnment would issue a white paper on KMM s
activities, Dr Mahathir said the matter was bei ng consi dered.

"Since there are cases that we have to bring to court, we fear that
going to court after releasing a white paper will raise | egal problens as
we are bound by our laws,"” he said.

Mor eover, he said, investigations into the KMMwere still on-going and
as such the government could not issue a white paper on the matter for the
ti me bei ng.

Such a white paper may be issued at an approproiate tine later, Dr
Mahat hi r added.
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