19 OCT 2001
Budget - Yout h
GOVT ALLOCATES RMB1.8 M LLI ON FOR YOUTH PROGRAMVES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- The governnent has allocated a sum of
RVB1.8 mllion for the Rakan Muda Programme and the National Social Service
Programme for youths in the 2002 Budget.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in tabling the Budget in
t he Dewan Rakyat here today, said that the Rakan Miuda Programe w |l be
continued with renewed features and formpart of the national agenda for
t he devel opnent of youths.

"Atotal of 3.5 mllion youths will participate in nore than 35, 250
activities at the national, state and district levels under this
programe, " he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the National Social Service Programe which
ainms to cultivate self-reliance and incul cate good val ues will be extended
to 20, 000 yout hs.

These programres will be for students awaiting their SPM exam nation
results, he said.

The pronotion and publicity for the Rakan Mida Progranme will be
organi sed on an ongoing basis to attract youths to participate in
activities that suit their interests, he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the government w shes to congratul ate and
record its appreciation to the national SEA Ganes contingent for their
overwhel mi ng success in attaining the nation's best ever SEA Ganes
performance, with 111 gol d nedal s.

"Training efforts for our national athletes will be intensified to
enable themto excel in the Asian and A ynpic Ganes," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that sports and recreational activities will be
enhanced.

As sports is for people of all ages, he said, additional activities in
the formof conpetitions for ordinary people will be organised.

"In addition, new sports activities such as extreme sports and notor
sports will continue to be introduced through conpetitions and
denonstrations,” he said.

He said that in 2002, Malaysia will host an extrene sports event at the
Asi an | evel.

This new sport is aimed at attracting the interests of youths as well
as to spend the their time constructively and productively, he added.
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