20 JUN 2001

GOVT ASKED TO PROVI DE RML BI LLI ON FUND FOR MALAY SM s

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernamm) -- The Malay Action Front is requesting
t he governnment to provide for an annual loan of a RML billion for Mal ay
smal | and medi um scal e entreprenuers.

Its Chief Coordinator for the Special Menorandum Committee said the
| oan can assi st Mal ay conpani es which | acked capital

"Al t hough there are many funds around, capital requirenent and cost of
funds are al ways inadequate,” he told reporters at the sidelines of the
joint Umo Youth and Wanita general assenblies.

The Mal ays have not been able to participate actively in business due
to a shortage of funds and this posed a najor problemto the government
which was trying to create a nmddle class Mal ay society, he added.

The call for the I oan provision is contained in a nenorandum whi ch was
handed over to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at his office
in Putrajaya yesterday.

The menorandum al so touched on manpower needs, education and the
econony.
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