06 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Hospi t al
GOVT BUI LDI NG SEVEN PAPERLESS HOSPI TALS, SAYS DR M

LUMUT, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
said today the governnent is building seven paperless hospitals using
| at est technol ogy systens.

He said the hospitals would be equi pped with conputers to process
nmedi cal data

"Mal aysia will soon have the nost sophisticated health services anong
devel opi ng countries and on par with devel oped nations,"” he said when
opening the RM63.35 million Lunut MIlitary Hospital at the Royal Ml aysian
Navy (RWN) Base here.

Dr Mahathir said the government was prepared to spend huge anount of
nmoney to provide health services to the people, especially to armed forces
personnel in appreciation of their services and sacrifices in maintaining
the country's peace.

Their selfless contributions had enabl ed the governnent to concentrate
on devel opment for the people's well-being, he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped the armed forces would continue their services to
preserve the prevailing peace and order enjoyed by the people.

"If the country is not peaceful or attacked by external enem es, we
have to spend a ot to overcone the situation, we will not have enough
nmoney to provide facilities to the people,” he said.

On the hospital, Dr Mahathir said he was happy that the hospital had
state-of-the-art equi pnent and facilities to treat arned forces personne
and the public.

He was confident that with the keen interest and comr tment shown by
the hospital staff, it mght be well-known as a sophisticated and
speci al i sed treatnment centre.

Dr Mahathir cited as exanple the hospital's "hyperbaric chanmber™
treatment facility solely to treat diseases contracted by divers that
requi red exposure to tenperature and hi gh-pressure oxygen

Such treatnment was crucial for navy divers, public divers and those
taking up diving as a recreational activitiy as they are exposed to unusua
ai | ments.

The hospital, with 164 beds in eight wards, was conpleted in 1995 and
began operations on Jan 1, 1996.

It can acconmodate 35,000 mlitary personnel, ex-servicenmen and Defence
Mnistry civilian staff and their fam |y nenbers.
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