09 NOV 2001
Mahat hir-1sl am
GOVT CONTI NUES TO DEFEND CONCEPT OF | SLAM DESPI TE CRITI Cl SM SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today the government will continue to defend the concept of
I sl am by which the country is run despite criticismfromcertain parties.

"In Malaysia, we try to run the country the way |Islamwants us. CQur
conscience is clear.

"W will defend our concept of Islamno matter how nuch we are
attacked, no matter if they use viol ence agai nst the governnent," he said.
The Prime Mnister was |aunching the Al-Mirsyid digital Quran which

conbi nes the technol ogy of the Conpaq i PAQ Pocket PC with the uni que
sof tware desi gned and devel oped by Frazer-Nash Research in association with
the Islam c Research Centre Ltd.

Dr Mahathir said some people had hijacked Islamand used it for their
own purpose including for political interest to the extent that young
peopl e were being taught to hate the government in schools and madrasahs.

He said, in fact, there was a novenent to unseat the governnent in
Musl i m countries which were deened unlslam c and Mal aysi a was no exception

Touching on Islamc |aws, Dr Mahathir said sone people were nore
preoccupied with the inplenentati on of procedures rather than justice
itself, including in the case of hudud | aws.

He cited a hypothetical rape case whereby the victi mwould have to
produce four w tnesses to prove the case

He said quite obviously the victimwould not be able to do so and this
woul d I ead to the perpetrator going scot-free

"We think the law is right but the inplenmentation of it under present
circunstances is gross injustice,” he said

I sl am does no permt this in the first place, said Dr Mahathir.

Touching on the Sept 11 attacks on the United States, he said because
of frustration, people would act in an irrational manner

He said not being able to hit back at their true enenies, they would
take it out on innocent victins just as in the case of the attacks on New
York's World Trade Centre.

Dr Mahathir said this would not have happened if Mislins truly
understand | sl am and others do not misinterpret and associate the religion
with terrorismas well as one which was unable to cone up with any system
of governnent that could work for the well-being of the comunity.

Speaki ng at a nedia conference later, he said the fight against
terrori smshoul d be spearheaded by the United Nations for it to becone a
truly international effort.

"I'f we want to have a worldwi de coalition against terrorism it should
not be just a question of avengi ng what happened on Sept 11, but we should
go after all terrorists and terrorism" he said.

According to Dr Mahathir, there were nmany other people who were
involved in terrorism not just Osama bin Laden or his Al -Qaeda novenent.

The US has | aunched military strikes against inmpoverished Afghanistan
to get at OGsama, the man naned as the prinme suspect of the Sept 11 incident
whi ch killed thousands. The Saudi-born Osana is said to be hiding in
Af ghani st an

To a question, he said all Ml aysia and other Muslimcountries could do
was speak up about devel opnents in Afghani stan but their voices would be
"drowned by other voices who get nore publicity.”

One of the special features of the Al-Miursyid is a conplete interactive



audio recital of the Quran by the cel ebrated Shei kh Mohamad Gebruil wth
the option to select and play any verse (surah) of the holy book

It also has the prayer tinme for over 1,700 cities around the world.
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