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GOVT ENCOURAGES FREQUENT | NTERACTI ON BETWEEN LEADERS AND STUDENTS

SHAH ALAM Aug 27 (Bernama) -- More frequent interactions between
government | eaders and | ocal university students and |lecturers are being
encour aged because of the grow ng inportance of their voice being heard for
t he nation-buil ding agenda, the Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
sai d.

Such interactions would also raise the lecturers and students' |evel of
under st andi ng of governnent policies and neasures, he said.

"I ndeed we encourage seni or government |eaders to interact with | oca
uni versity students while sinultaneously conveying the governnent's
nmessage, " he said.

Khalil told reporters this after a dialogue with Universiti Teknol og
Mal aysia (U TM mass conmuni cati on and nedi a studi es undergraduates here
t oday.

In fact, he said, even when Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad nmade visits
abroad, having di al ogue with Ml aysi an students overseas had al ways been a
key event in the Prine Mnister's itinerary.

Thi s has been emul ated and extended to cover undergraduates and
| ecturers of local universities as well, Khalil said.

The di al ogue sessions al so served as a vehicle for the | eaders to
listen to the problens raised by the |l ecturers and students besides
of fering sol utions, he said.

On today's dialogue, Khalil said it enlightened himon what the
students and | ecturers thought about his mnistry and described their
f eedback as positive.

"The response i s good, we have good conmuni cation between the mnistry

and students here," said Khalil commendi ng the students for being
forthcom ng and candid in the questions they posed to him

Khalil said he | ooked forward to having nore such di al ogues with U TM
st udents.

"We have to drop by and ask how they fare fromtine to tinme. W al so
want | ecturers and students to keep track of what the governnent is doing,"
he added.
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