07/ 09/ 2001
Govt forging ahead with e-Vill age project

Dzul karnain Taib

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d the Entertai nment
Village (e-Village) project inthe Miultinedia Super Corridor (MSC) has not
been abandoned and that the Government is | ooking at the possibility of a
new partner helmng it.

"We are trying to find anot her partner. W found that the initial
capi tal and i nvestnent capacity were i nadequat e.

"W have not abandoned it. W are still forging ahead with it. W just
have to clear up a fewthings first before another partner takes over," Dr
Mahat hir told reporters at the end of the first day of the 5th MSC
I nternational Advisory Panel Meeting (MSC 1 AP) at Cyberj aya.

The e-Vill age project was | aunched nearly two years ago to cater to
creative nul timediainnovations and research and devel opnent activities.
It was al so ai med at catal ysing the creative entertai nment i ndustry by
focusing on the creative supply chain.

The e-Village is located on a 486ha site in Dengkil and is about five
m nutes away by road fromCyberjaya. It has initially secured
Entertai nment Village Sdn Bhd as the first tenant who is al so the
devel oper of the Studio Precinct.

On the MSC | AP neeting, Dr Mahathir said the del egates di scussed
di stance | earning as a new project to be taken on at the MsSC.

"W want to change the way we teach our children in the classroom by
usi ng new material s and new sof twar e.

"For exanple, in the teaching of the English | anguage, not only will the
students | earn Engli sh but sinultaneously, the teachers thenselves will be
abl e to upgrade their English and teaching skills.

"In addition, the software that is being devel oped will not only enabl e
children to | earn English but al so Mat hemati cs and Sci ence.

Asked on the i npl ementation of the di stance | earni ng project, Education
M ni ster Tan Sri Miusa Mohamad said his mnistry i s conducting a
feasibility study on the matter.

"The software i s bei ng devel oped by | ocal experts. W hope to i npl ement
it as soon as possible sincethisis anational initiative," Misa said.

Conmenti ng on the progress of the MSC since it was | aunched in 1996, Dr
Mahat hir said to date the nunber of conpani es awarded MSC st atus has
exceeded the target.

"W have gone beyond our target.

"We targeted 500 MSC st at us conpani es by 2003 but today, we have al ready
attracted 554, of which 46 are worl d-class conpani es.

"So investnments are conming in. There are al ready sone nul tinational
conpani es (M\Cs) that have made the MSC as their centre or regional hub
for their operations worl dw de.

He added that one of the MNCs is oil mmjor Shell which has chosen the
MSC as its regi onal hub besi des The Hague and Houston i n Texas, US.

On foreign direct investnments in the MSC project, Dr Mahathir said, "W
are not nuch affected by the US and Japan econom ¢ sl owdown.

"That's why we still see a lot of investors com ng and, the nunber of
conmpanies interested in MSCis increasing judging fromthe demand for
of fice space and accomodati on," he added.

He said the inport of internedi ate goods has al so pi cked up, pointingto
t he strengtheni ng of the econony.

"W are told that order books are filling up again.



"So there will be a gradual start to produce goods for export to the US
and this has gi ven us sone optim smof sonme formof recovery in the US,*"
Dr Mahat hir added.

The 5th MSC | AP neeting al so updated the del egates on the MSC s
progr ess.

Presentations by four MSC status conpanies were held, in addition to
di scussi ons on t he gl obal busi ness environnent, technol ogi cal trends and
opportunities.
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