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GOVT GQUARANTEES FUTURE OF THE ASLI COWWUNI TY, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The governnent guarantees the future
of the Orang Asli conmunity in this country because they have certain
rights that will not be neglected, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad t oday.

"In certain countries, the aborigines are not guaranteed of their
future and rights, some were even nurdered...they are victinm sed and suffer
aterrible fate but in Malaysia we give special attention to our Orang Asli
community, " he said at the presentation of house keys of the Orang Asli
community in Bukit Lanjan here.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment had set up the Orang Asli Affairs
Departnment (JHEQA) with the purpose of safeguarding the rights and future
of the community as well as inproving their standard of |iving.

"There are those who feel that the Orang Asli community should stay in

the jungle, wthout education and without healthcare...if the life
expectancy of the other communities is 70 years, then that of the Orang
Asli is only 45 years, just because others feel that the way of life of the

communi ty should not be changed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said those who held such views did not realise that their
ancestors once lived in caves and forests but nanaged to inprove
t hensel ves, enabling their descendants now to enjoy the luxury of living in
brick houses.

"But they don't want the sane thing for the Orang Asli comunity in
Mal aysia, that is being greedy...the good they want, the bad they give to
ot hers, " he said.

He said it was the intention of the government to see that the O ang
Asli comunity in this country led a life |ike the other comunities and
was not isolated fromthe nai nstream of devel opnent as at present.

The Prime Mnister admitted that the process of integrating the O ang
Asli comunity with the other communities in ternms of devel opnment woul d
take time but "a long tine is never mnd as long as they get the sanme
rights as the other comunities".

He said the governnent would continue to inprove the standard of |iving
of the Orang Asli conmunity so that they could enjoy better standard of
heal th and education, just |ike other Ml aysians.

"To devel op the Orang Asli comunity, we need not only allocation but
al so efforts...changing the way of life and culture of a person is not easy
but not inpossible either,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so cormended the Enkay Goup for building 147 bungal ows
and terrace houses for the Orang Asli conmmunity there.

The al l ocation for the houses was provided by the Sel angor governent.

"I hope other housing devel opers will nake simlar contributions,” he
sai d.
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