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GOVT WLL NOT BOW TO PRESSURE - DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 2 (Bernama) -- The CGovernnent will never bow to
vi ol ence, street denpnstrations, pressure and the dirty tactics of certain
groups which are only chanpioning their own interests, the Prine Mnister
sai d today.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad rem nded such groups that the present
gover nment was appoi nted through the denocratic process via el ections.

"This is our style and any feeling of dissatisfaction anmong any group
shoul d be brought up at the election and not in ways that breach the | aw
and the country's constitution,” he said.

The Prime Mnister was pledging loyalty to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah on behalf of the government and people on
the occasion of His Majesty's 75th birthday and investiture at |stana
Negar a here.

Dr Mahathir said in defending the country fromany threat, the
government would act firmy w thout any conproni se even though certain
groups including foreign governments woul d feel uneasy.

"The CGovernment will not bow to pressure fromany group and will take
what ever action that is necessary and appropriate to defend the right of
the majority of the people to live in peace and prosperity,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was the government's responsibility to ensure that
t he people continued to have the opportunity to pursue prosperity and enjoy
weal t h and happi ness.

"Al hanmdul il lah, so far the governnent's action continues to have the
support of the majority of the people who | ove peace,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said that what would befall the country once riots
becanme the order of the day to topple the governnment, could be visualised
clearly.

He said once a governnment was el ected, the defeated party would ri ot
and denonstrate to topple the el ected government and when the government
was toppled and replaced with another governnment, the supporters of the
previ ous governnent would also riot to bring down the | atest governnent.

"No government will survive and all the efforts to devel op and bring
progress to the country will cone to a stop....the fate of the people wll
certainly not be taken care of...the econony will fall and the country will
be in chaos," he said.

Despite being accused of being undenocratic and not respecting freedom
of speech and rights of individuals, the governnment felt that its
responsibility to safeguard the rights of the majority was nore inportant
than the individual's freedomto be irresponsible.

Dr Mahathir al so said the governnment would continue to ensure there
were close ties and unity anmong the races and al so strive to unite the
Mal ays who were divided by different political I|eanings.

On foreign relations, the Prime Mnister said it was at a very
inspiring level with Malaysia earning the respect of all for its firm
policy in defending the rights of devel oping countries and opposi ng
i njustice and oppression of weak nations.

"This in some way has strengthened our influence anong weak i ndependent
countries and also our ties with them" he said.

Leaders of various devel opi ng nations were continuing to visit Ml aysia
and had adopted it as a nodel nation and al so recognised it as a forenost
Islamic nation to the chagrin of certain groups and sections of the foreign



medi a which often criticised this country.

Dr Mahathir also said Malaysia's econom ¢ growm h was expected at
between five and six per cent this year in view of the world sluggish
econony and the slowdown in the United States,

He said the governnent would continue to take neasures to reduce the
effects on the econony such as by pronoting | ocal investnent, intensifying
the use of local ports and airports and speeding up infrastructure
devel opnent .

"The CGovernment had al so announced a RMB billion package to stimulate
t he econony via infrastructure devel opnent such as schools, commity
col | eges and housing,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister on behalf of the governnent and peopl e congratul at ed
the King on his birthday and wi shed hi m good health and wel | bei ng.
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