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GCOVT IN DI LEMVA OVER KMM | SSUE- DR M

| POH, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister said today the governnment
isin a dilemm over the arrest of the nenbers of the Malaysia MIitant
Goup (KM as it cannot explain at length on the issue to the people
because of |egal constraints while at the sane tine the opposition was
maki ng political capital out of it.

"The CGovernment is unable to explain the KMM activities to the people
because of the limtations inposed by the |aw and this may cause the people
to lose confidence in it," Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

"We are facing a little problem This case will be brought to court. W
do not want to prejudice this case by naking this and that announcnent,"” he
sai d.

However the opposition was turning this into a political issue by
claimng that the disclosure of the KMM activities was a play staged by the
gover nnent, he said.

"So the governnent is play acting....even allow ng police to shoot dead
people. | think the opposition party is being totally irresponsible....this
matter should not be politicised,” he said at the Sultan Azl an Shah Airport
before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said the aws in Mal aysia were stricter than in other
countries where people and the nmedia could discuss a case openly even if a
trial on it was in progress.

"Li ke the case of OJ. Sinpson (Anerican sports star). Wen a trial is
in progress in the court, a trial over the nmedia is also on but here we
have to be careful,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the opposition party was afraid that it would be
indirectly linked to the KMMit should state that it was not the party's
policy and that only certain individuals were acting on their own such as
the Kel antan Menteri Besar's son, Nik Adli N k Abdul Aziz.

Ni k Adli was detained under the Internal Security Act (ISA) recently
along with some others for allegedly being involved in the KMM

Asked whet her the governnent would stop maki ng statenents on the KWM
Dr Mahathir said the governnment had to give information to the peopl e eager
for news on that.

"So we are now collecting the facts and when the tine cones we wll

expose it," he said.
On news reports that firearns were being snmuggled into Malaysia from
Thai l and, Dr Mahathir said this was still happening despite the various

measures that had been taken such as the building of a wall along the
bor der.

He said the authorities had realised that KMM nenbers had been buying
weapons from various places such as M6 rifles from Thail and.

Dr Mahathir said the government would further tighten controls at the
border to check the smuggling activities.

On the exi stence of an underground Ji had novenent at Universiti Uara
Mal aysia, the Prime Mnister said this matter should be urgently addressed.

"This thing seens to be on the increase. W need to control the
situation," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the statement by a spokesman of the
I ndonesi an Foreign Mnistry that Malaysia's proposal to whip illegal
immgrants could harmrel ati ons between the two countries, he said it
shoul d not be the case.



"Si ngapore is whipping...... how about relations with Singapore. Even
terrorists are anong those coming in," Dr Mihathir said.

The Prime Mnister said he did not know if President Megawati
Sukarnoputri will raise the issue with himwhen the I ndonesian | eader
arrives in Malaysia on Mnday.
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