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GOVT MAY Tl GHTEN LAWS TO CHECK ABUSE BY PRI VATE RELI G QUS SCHOOLS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Laws relating to educationa
institutions may be tightened further to check abuse of Islamby private
religious school operators when wooi ng students to enrol in their schools,
the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

He said Islamwas being abused by the operators giving parents and
students the inpression that it is an Islamc obligation for students
enjoyi ng free education at governnent-aided religious schools to switch to
fee-charging private ones.

Dr Mahathir revealed this at a news conference after opening the
i naugural congress on Mal ay education here today jointly organi sed by the
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a Mal ay Teachers Union and a body calling itself the
G oup of Concerned Mal ays.

" Thi s has becone a problem..these peopl e have been influenced by
the belief that they are doing a good deed for the religion,” the prine
m ni ster said.

Earlier in his speech, he quoted Education Mnistry statistics that 30
per cent of primary schoolers, virtually all of them Mal ays, dropped out
before entering secondary school s.

Dr Mahathir said these students nmay have chosen to enrol in private
religious schools, which also follow the national curriculum only to be
taught by untrai ned teachers in rundown cl assroons.

Though they may have been notivated to | eave governnent - ai ded school s
whi ch have all the facilities and were instead willing to pay to pursue
Islamic studies, it was unfortunate that they were only taught about the
so-cal l ed unlslam ¢ characteristics of the governnent, he said.

He said: " Alnpost of all them subscribe to the politics of the
opposi tion. They even are prevented from accessi ng any explanation fromthe
gover nnent .

" Their religious know edge is in fact only superficial unlike those of
the students of the ol den days who nmastered real religious know edge," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said certain people felt uneasy if Malay students
take up disciplines other than religion and were inclined to indoctrinate
the students for their selfish ends.

Asked about the controversial mandatory agreement of undertaking
proposed for the teaching profession, Dr Mahathir said such a contract
bet ween teachers and the governnent was necessary to instil discipline in
the institution.

"Any organi sation | acking discipline will not achieve the objective of
its existence," he said.

He said dismssing errant government workers entailed a | engthy process
and they coul d appeal in court against the disciplinary action nmeted out.

For instance, no action could be taken against a teacher found to be
m xing politics in his students' test questions and the teacher nocked the
government which could only transfer himto another school where he could
still carry on with his negative activities, Dr Mahathir said.

"Unlike private sector workers, governnent staff are al nost
i ndi sm ssabl e and before expul sion can take place, the process is tedious
and it is appealable in court,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said because of the small size of the civil service in the
past indiscipline anong civil servants was not a problemthen



The Mal ays then, who were only interested in working with the
government, had been a very disciplined |ot, he said.

Presently however there was an erosion in discipline because of a
handful of errant civil servants although the majority of them delivered,
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the government need to discuss the proposed agreenent
of undertaking for teachers with Cuepacs, the | argest union of public
sector enployees, to ensure acceptability of the contract's objectives.

Cuepacs a fortnight ago rejected the proposal saying the 1993 general
order governing discipline and conduct of governnent enpl oyees woul d
suffice.
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