23 APR 2001
Par| i anent - Debat e
GOVT SHOULD REVI EW METHOD OF DEVELOPI NG BCl G BACKBENCHER

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Menber of Parlianment for Tambun
Dat uk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah today proposed that the government review the
met hod of devel opi ng a Bum putera Conmercial and Industrial Conmunity
(BOIC) sothat it will be relevant to the current industrial devel opment
trend.

He said the policies to be inplenmented by the governnent to devel op the
BCI C under the Eighth Malaysia Plan did not differ much fromthat of the
| ast plan save for the setting up of the Information Technol ogy and
Conmmuni cati on Council and the National Entrepreneur Institute.

He said this would result in the governnent continuing to use the old
approach which was not very suitable for the devel opment of the BCICin
facing the globalisation era with its even greater chall enges.

"We nust see the matter froma nore realistic angle because to devel op
a successful entrepreneur it is not easy," he said when taking part in the
debate on the Eighth Malaysia Plan tabled by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad earlier in the House today.

Husni said if viewed fromthe aspect of H story, Bum putera
participation in the conrercial sector was actually not as glorious as that
of the Chinese conmunity in this country.

He said there were not nmany Bum putera entrepreneurs of integrity, in
fact many were actually dependent on the CGovernnent.

Husni said a review in the approach was in order particularly when the
present trend in the industrial sector was nore inclined towards conpany
nmergers to creater bigger entities.

In this respect, he proposed that the governnment take advantage of the
exi stence of various races in this country each with its own expertise and
speci alisation to create conpani es which were nore conpetitive and that
whi ch woul d be of nutual help.

"For instance the Mal ays have their special rights while the Chinese
have 90 per cent of the secret for successful business, why not nerge these
special rights and business secret for their comobn success,” he said.

He said through sharing between the Ml ays and Chi nese on a 50-50, or
40- 60 or even 30-70 per cent basis, it wuld help the BCOC own nore equity
and be nore stable.

Husni said this method woul d be profitable and speed up the devel opnent
of Bum putera entrepreneurs than providing 100 per cent Bumiputera equity
owner shi p to Bum putera compani es which, according to him actually did not
have the capability to achi eve progress.

On the devel opnent of Information Conmuni cati on Technol ogy (1CT), he
said it should stress on the education and training system which should be
able to create students able to conpete in the international narket.

He said the governnent should stress on a strategic approach either by
recruiting able teachers from abroad or sending nore students overseas to
ensure that they kept abreast of know edge in this field.

He al so touched on the need to protect the environment in the
i npl enent ati on of the planned devel opment programes.

"In the Ei ghth Ml aysia Plan, the government should ensure that
i ndustrial devel opnent is balanced with the needs of the environment to
ensure continued protection of the surroundings," he said.

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow
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