26 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - Sugi u
GOVT STUDYI NG | MPLI CATI ON OF THE REMAI NI NG SUQ U DEMANDS

SIK, Kedah, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- The Governnent is studying the
i nplications of the remai ni ng demands of the Chinese Associations El ection
Appeal s Committee (Suqiu), Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
sai d today.

He said if any of these remaining denmands coul d j eopardi se nati onal
peace and wel | bei ng then the government woul d ask that these too be not
rai sed again.

"If there is any that can affect national peace and wel | being, then
di scussions will be held so that they will not be raised again," the Prine
M ni ster said.

O its original 83 demands, Suqiu has set aside seven which touched on
the Special Rights and Privileges of the Malays and Bum puteras.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a dialogue with Sik and Bal i ng Umo
di vi si on nenbers at the Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Si k here.

Replying to a committee nmenber of the Sik Umo Division Zulkifli Abd
Kadir, Dr Mahathir said the special position of the Mal ays and Bum puteras
could not be questioned anynore as this was enshrined in the Federal
Constitution.

Suqgi u had accepted this and woul d not raise it again, he said.

He said Suqgiu had al so accepted the fact that the government provided
aid to Mal ays and Bumi puteras so that they could match the achi evenents of
ot her races.

"Moreover the governnent's efforts can hel p saf eguard national peace
unli ke in a neighbouring country where riots had broken out because the
i ndi genous peopl e had been | eft behind econonmically."

"Let no one restrict the government's efforts to hel p Bum puteras and
Mal ays and now Suqi u acknowl edges and accepts this matter,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Sugiu al so accepted the fact that the Federal
Constitution guaranteed freedom of worship and recogni sed Islam as the
official religion of this country.

Repl ying to another question from Zulkifli, the Prinme M nister
reiterated his stand that those who sought the help of foreign countries to
pressure this country were traitors to the race.

"They are calling in the colonialists when we are opposing the
colonialists. They are betrayors... and traitors to the race. There is no
place in this country for betrayors and traitors,” Dr Mihathir said.

Replying to a nenber of the Sik Umo Youth Committee, Abd Razak Bahari,
the Prime Mnister said the government was | ooking into ways of hel pi ng
rubber small hol ders facing problens due to falling rubber prices.

He said the fall in price was due to synthetic rubber and over supply
of natural rubber in the market.

On the claimthat young people were not very interested in joining
Umo, Dr Mahathir said efforts were being made to reach out to them

On the wi thdrawal of rubber replanting aid as raised by the nmenber of
the Sik Wanita Umo Division committee, the Prime Mnister said he would
study the matter and restore the aid if necessary.

Earlier at a get-together with the Umo | eaders, Dr Mahathir said he
initially wanted his nmeeting with Umo Division |l eaders to be a closed door
affair as he did not want others to hear about famly matters.

However this was difficult because non-nenbers and nenbers of the press
were al so present.



H's meeting with menbers of the Sik and Baling Divisions is the second
followi ng his neeting yesterday with those of the Pokok Sena and Padang
Terap di vi si ons.

Dr Mahathir is on a nationw de tour of Umo divisions to get feedback
on party problens and suggestions from grassroots.
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