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Mahat hi r - Agr eenent
GOVT TO HAVE PROPER AGREEMENT W TH STUDENTS, SAYS MAHATHI R

MELAKA, July 17 (Bernama) -- The governnent is going to draw up a
proper agreenent with both university students and |lecturers to ensure
their seriousness in acquiring and inparting know edge so as not to waste
public noney, the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today.

"We find that taking disciplinary action is very difficult because the
termof their engagenment is not very clear.

"W wi|l 6 have a proper agreenent with them and now we are working on
it," he said.

The prime mnister was speaking at a news conference after opening the
Mel aka- Mani pal Medical College (MVWC) at Batu Hanpar in Bukit Baru here.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment was frequently unable to act agai nst
students and lecturers who did not actually deliver what they undertook to
gi ve.

He said the governnent spent billions of ringgit on education and then
found that a lot of noney was being wasted " especially by Mal ay students
who do not seemto want to study at all".

"Yes, | admit that some of themare serious but a |ot of them are not
serious. They have no business staying in universities because they are
wasting tinme and noney," Dr Mahat hir said.

He said the proposed agreenent woul d have a nechani samthat enables the
government to determ ne how frequent undergraduates attend | ectures and
apprai se acceptabl e performance i n exam nations, anong other things.

" If they fail they will be asked to | eave the university as we cannot
afford them"™ Dr Mahathir said.

He said students would now have to be well-prepared in order to face
future chall enges.

Dr Mahathir also criticised sonme |lecturers for their disinterest in
teaching the students but chose to spread their political views instead.

"We cannot afford to pay themto spread their (anti-governnent)
political views," he said.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said some students and | ecturers
wer e unhappy with the government as they felt they deserved greater freedom
in the university.

" They can have their freedom outside the university," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government was serious about providing the people
access to higher educati on.

" We are now having nore than 600 private institutions and 14 public
universities," he added.
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