06/ 07/ 2001
Govt to allocate nore funds for scientific research

Dzul karnain Taib

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the Governnent is
willing to allocate nore funds for research and devel opnent (R and D)
activities and consider setting up nmore national |aboratories to cater to
such needs in the country.

"Scientists inthis country should forward proposals to the Gover nnent
on what their specific needs are and the Governnment wi ||l consi der such
requests.

"The Governnent will fund Rand D activities in science so that we will
not be | eft behind conpared to scientists in Europe," he said.

Respondi ng to requests for nore financial incentives to be givento
| ocal scientists, Dr Mahathir said while such aspects are inportant to a
certain extent, incentives al one shoul d not be used to deterni ne one's
comm tment to science

"l believe in counting one's blessings. Don't allowthe feeling of not
getting enough i ncentives and rewar ds hi nder you fromconmitting yourself
to your work.

"Interest in your work is what is nore inportant. Reward is just not
nmoney, but the result of your work giving you job satisfaction," the Prine
M nister told del egates at the 2001 Sci ence Convention organi sed by
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM.

Dr Mahat hir appl auded the efforts of UTMto train a group of science
students in the university to become potential Nobel | aureates. "W hope
we can produce Nobel |aureates inthe future but, nore inportantly, we
nmust be conmmitted and serious in pursuing know egde."

He said Muslins nust develop a culture of curiosity because an

inquisitivemndwll leadto the devel opment of scientific findings. "W
must change our attitude towards science and if we inprove in this aspect
| believe the interest to study science will increase."

The Prime Mnister also called on Muslins to discard the wong
perception that science does not go hand in hand with t he teachi ngs of
I sl am

Dr Mahathir said there sone Miuslins who believe that Islamis just about
prayers and acts of devotion and | earning science is treated as taboo.

"W see that thereis aninclination to take up religious studies at the
expense of science subjects.

"W are not saying that one should not study religion but inportance
nmust al so be given to the study of science. It is only through being
experts in scientific know edge that we can protect the interest of the
Musl i ns.

"We shoul d teach a subject in schools to introduce Miuslins personalities
such as Ar-Razi, Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina who were not only great Mislim
scientists but also learned in matters of religion," he added.

Citing Mal aysia's involvenent in the United Nations-sponsored
peacekeepi ng mi ssion in Bosnia, Dr Mahathir said the country was able to
do so because it had a well-trained mlittary force and the financia
capacity.

"Qur contributionof 1,500 mlitary personnel was small but our roleis
still held in gratitude by the people of Bosnia to this day.

"Of course there are people who will not allow others to devel op the
country and they are willing to commit acts of terrorism" Dr Mahathir
sai d.



He cited the acts of the Abu Sayyaf group, saying that they have not
brought any positive results to their struggle but i nstead sneared the
i mge of Islam

The two-day convention was attended by about 300 partici pants who
di scussed, anong others, ways of inproving the quality of science
education in universities and school s and t he suggestion to increase the
rati o of fundamental scientists to the popul ation.

Dr Mahat hir was al so presented with resol utions and a proposal to
i ntroduce space sci ence research in the country.
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