01 NOvV 2001
Mahat hi r - spendi ng
GREATER SPENDI NG BY M NI STRI ES NOW SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said there was now nore spending by the various mnistries after
they were directed to submt a fortnightly report to himon their
utilisation of allocations.

"Since the directive was issued, the spending has gone up as they have
to submt the report,” he said at a dinner in conjunction with the tabling
of the National Budget 2002 in the Dewan Rakyat recently.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said the directive was anong
t he nmeasures taken to ensure that the mnistries spent fully the noney
all ocated to them

The directive to use up all the allocations was well received by the
mnistries, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia was unique in the sense that the
mnistries were slow in using up allocations, unlike the situation in other
devel opi ng countries where there was shortage of funds.

"Every year, only 80 per cent of the allocations is spent. This include
Chri stmas shopping at year-end...don't know to spend all the noney," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that although the governnent was indebted to the
mnistries for not spending all the noney, the people on the other hand
wanted the allocations to be fully utilised for their benefits.

On the National Budget 2002 which he tabled on Oct 19, he said the
peopl e shoul d be thankful for the good things provided in the budget.

He said civil servants in particular should be grateful for the half
nmont h bonus or a m ni mum of RML, 000, which was higher than the increase in
petrol prices that they had to pay.

Dr Mahathir said the nunber of civil servants earning RW, 000 and bel ow
were al so higher than those earning RV, 000 and nore.

"As such, the bonus provides nore benefit to those with a nonthly
salary of |less than RM2, 000," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the RML, 000 bonus was enough to cover petrol prices of
ei ght per cent.

"Count your blessings, then we will becone happi er people," he said.

He said people were quick to forget the good things they received
because they were so concerned with the bad things.

"I feel the budget is not that bad...many (taxes) have been reduced and
only a few have been increased,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who was personally involved in the preparation of the
budget, said the toughest part for himwas to acconmpdate the request by
the private sector, statutory bodi es and non-governnental organi sations
whi ch wanted nore allocations for devel opment but taxes reduced.

He said he was a bit nervous after he presented the budget, which he
was involved directly for the first time, as waited for reactions fromthe
publi c.
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