08/ 02/ 2001
Goup calls for rotation of CMto be scrapped

Raynore Mering

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Kunpul an Belia Pencinta Nusa (G ntanusa), a new y-
fornmed action group, is to submt a menorandumto Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad calling for the scrapping of the rotation of the
post of Sabah Chief Mnister.

A copy of the nenmorandumwi || al so be given to Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Sakar an Dandai .

The menorandumw || be submitted to Dr Mahathir during his visit here on
Sunday. Sakaran will be given a copy by Friday.

The group, which has 2,000 nenbers, will, however, accept the rotation
systemif the Chief Mnister's tenure is extended to five years, instead
of the current two.

The rotation systemwas introduced by the Bari san Nasi onal when it took
over the State adnministration in 1994.

Under the current systema representatives of the Muslim Bum putera,
non- Musl i m Bumi put era and Chi nese communities each hold the post for a
t wo- year peri od.

Ci ntanusa chai rman Zul karnai n Mahdar said today that the commttee woul d
| aunch a Statew de petition-signing canpaign tonorrow in support of the
menor andum

He said the menorandumwas formul ated after the committee had carried
out a six-nonth survey involving over 6,000 peopl e.

"We found that about 90 per cent, including youths, Governnment officers
and rural folk, did not support the rotation system" he said.

Zul karnai n cl ai med that Government officers did not Iike the system
because their duties were conplicated by each new Chief Mnister's policy
changes and di fferent approaches.

The conmittee was not concerned about who the Chief Mnister was, he
said, but by the short period they were given to serve the people.

"The Prime Mnister has said that the systemwould be discontinued if
the people wanted it to end,"” said Zul karnain

The nenorandum stated that BN s victory in the 1994 State el ecti on was
due nore to the people wanting a change in governnment rather than the
rotation system

It said the State should revert to the old systemwhere the Chief
M ni ster should cone fromthe party which had won the nost seats during
the State el ection and was supported by the Head of State.

Cintanusa is planning to collect 150,000 signatures by the end of next
mont h. The organisation is also planning a hunger strike at a yet to be
fixed venue and date.
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