08 NOV 2001
Wor ker s- Menor andum
GROUP SUBM T MEMD ON POVERTY AMONG ESTATE WORKERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 8 (Bernama) -- The Plantation Wrkers Support
Conmittee today submitted a nmenorandum urging Parlianment to nove an
energency resolution to discuss "100 years of poverty anong estate workers
in Mal aysi a".

The conmittee's spokesman, K. Kunasegaran, handed over the nenorandumto
Parliament of ficer Mohd Sanusi Abdul Rahman to be passed on to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and Dewan Rakyat speaker Tun
Mohanmed Zahir Ismail.

Qpposition Leader Datuk Fadzil Noor personally received the nmenorandum
whil e copies were also given to other nmenbers of parlianent.

Kunasegar an, who was present at the Parliament | obby together with 200
menbers of the comttee, said the group represented plantation workers in
Negeri Senbil an, Sel angor, Perak, Penang dan Kedah.

Speaking to reporters, he expressed di sappoi ntnent that the 2002 Budget
tabl ed | ast nmonth negl ected pl antati on workers.

He said the nenorandum hi ghlighted the need for a nonthly basic wage
that did not depend on factors outside the workers' control such as weat her
and market volatility.

According to him the mninum nonthly wage schene inplenented in March
for oil palmlabourers had not succeeded in raising the workers' salary
(inclusive of allowance) to RML, 200 as projected by the Ml aysi an
Agricul ture Producers Association (Mapa) and the Nationa Uni on of
Pl ant ati on Workers (NUPW .

Under the agreenent between Mapa and NUPW the mini mum nonthly wage of
oi I pal mworkers was set at RVB25.

Mapa, however, projected that the workers would be able to receive up
to RML, 200 a nonth inclusive of bonuses and al | owance.

Kunasegaran said the workers' mninmum salary increment nmust take into
account the current inflation rate and poverty level of the country.

Al t hough the authorities had indicated that rubber workers would al so
conme under a nonthly wage system it had todate not been inpl enented.
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