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Grouses resol ved, says Dr Mahathir

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
gri evances rai sed by several Menbers of Parlianment relating to the
performance of sone Mnisters were resolved in a nmeeting held at his
of fi ce today.

Dr Mahathir said he explained to the MPs matters related to their
di ssatisfaction on sone Mnisters and on MPs' role in the inplenentation
of small projects in their constituencies.

"W have managed to resol ve nost of the problens except for a few m nor
ones ... it is an internal nmatter," he said after chairing an Umo suprene
council neeting today. He was asked to comrent on a neeting he had earlier
with BN MPs at his office at the Prine Mnister's office in Putrajaya

Meanwhi | e, Backbenchers' O ub secretary Datuuk Ahnmad Husni Hanadzl ah
el aborated that Dr Mahathir had asked all MPs to give priority to their
duties as the people's representatives and attend sittings religiously.

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional chairman, also wants a roster to be
drawn up to ensure that there would be a majority of BN MPs throughout the
meet i ng.

Ahmad Husni said the two-hour neeting nostly discussed the role of MPs
in Parliament and at their respective constituencies. Al BN MPs were
present.

"Dr Mahathir wants all MPs to carry out their duties responsibly by
giving priority to their attendance in Parlianment. MPs have to divide
their time between several duties but when Parlianment is in session,
attendance in Parlianment shoul d take precedence over all other
engagements.

"He (Dr Mahathir) does not want to hear any nore conplaints with regard
to MPs' attendance as it is the duty of elected representatives to attend
Parlianment sittings and to participate inits activities."

MPs, he added, were also told not to take for granted that fellow MPs
woul d be around even if they decide to skip the day's sitting to attend to
t heir business or other conmtnents.

"So the roster will ensure that a nmajority of MPs would be in the House
whil e those who need to attend to other matters could be excused from
attendi ng the neeting."

Absent eei sm anong MPs had been a perennial problemduring previous
sittings which,in many instances, |eading to adjournment of proceedings
due to |l ack of quorum

Dr Mahat hir, Ahnad Husni said, also asked MPs to go direct to him (Dr
Mahat hir) if they have any grouses or were dissatisfied with sone issues
i ncluding on the performance of sone Mnisters.

Thi s, Ahmad Husni, said was because Dr Mahathir would be in the best
position to deal with the matters effectively.

"Dr Mahathir al so asked MPs to nonitor all devel opnment projects in their
constituencies to ensure that it is conpleted on tine," Ahmad Husni said.
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