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Shahri zat - Apat hy
GRON NG APATHY | N SCCI ETY VERY DI STURBI NG, SAYS SHAHRI ZAT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- Wnen and Family Devel opnment M ni ster
Dat uk Shahrizat Jalil said growi ng apathy anmong Mal aysians is a disservice
to community efforts to check ranpant rape-cum nurder cases.

She said society's coul d-not-be-bothered attitude and its inclination
to only let the authorities take care of social problenms was a disturbing
trend.

"Unlike the community's caring nature in the past, society's sense of
care and concern today is dimnishing", she said conmenting on the rape and
murder of a student in Tapah yesterday.

The sem - nude body of Farah Deeba Rustamwas found in a drain in
Kanpung Tersusun Jal an Bi dor Lana at 6pm The 17-year student of Sekol ah
Menengah Buyung Adil, Tapah, had stab wounds and brui ses.

Speaki ng to Bernanmm, Shahrizat said it was tinme that Ml aysians show
determ nation not to |let apathy towards rape and nurder of wonen to
characterise their society.

On Cct 7 last year, conputer engi neer Noor Suzaily Mikhtar, 24, was
nmur dered after being raped and sodomi sed in a bus while on the way to work
i n Kl ang.

Her nude body was dunped at a housing project in Bukit Tinggi there.

The nati on had anot her shocker a fortnight [ater when the body of
si x-year old Nor Shuhada Borak was found in a water tank atop a town house
i n Sel ayang, also after being raped and sodom sed.

Shahri zat bl amed society's apathy on the public's preoccupation wth
m ndi ng their own business and the people's fear of being |labelled as
busy- bodi es.

"To an extent we have to bother about our nei ghbours and show concern
when they need help. It is unbecom ng of society to ignore accident victins
requi ring assi stance, for instance," she said.

Shahrizat said: "There is no point in drafting legislations, in
i mposing stiffer penalties... if today's society does not change its
attitude.Crines will persist all the sanme."

Expressi ng di sgust over the crine conmtted agai nst the Tapah girl
yest erday and extendi ng her synmpathy for the tragedy, Shahrizat urged
residents there to help the police bring the of fender or offenders to
justice.

On another matter, Shahrizat said that her mnistry got the new nane
today to signify its conprehesive jurisdiction over fam |y devel opnent and
not confined to wonen's affairs only.

"It directly covers the fathers as well as they are responsible for the
famly and as such should also be involved in ensuring the mnistry's
conprehesi ve responsibility," she said.

Last Jan 17, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad pronoted
Shahrizat to full mnister to take charge of a new ninistry to handle
wonmen' s affairs.

Prior to that she was a deputy minister in the PMs Departmnent.

Meanwhi | e, the Cabinet, Constitution and Inter-governmental division of
the PM s Departnment today announced the nane change for Shahrizat's
m ni stry, which anong ot her things handles the Wnen's Affairs Depart nment
and the Popul ati on and Fanily Devel oprment Boar d.
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